
 
 
 
 
 

Term 3 Week 5 - August 16th, 2018 

AUGUST WEDNESDAY 22ND Book Week Parade & Activities 
      Sausage Sizzle $2.00 each 
  FRIDAY 24th  The Pie Place lunch (place order via St Paul’s Online Store by Tuesday 9.00PM  
      https://spcoburg.cdfpay.org.au)  
  THURSDAY 30TH  Father’s Day Breakfast  7.30am  &  8.30am 

 

Dear Parents And Friends Of St Paul’s,  
St Paul’s families are a very active bunch. As you can tell from our School Community pages there are 
many ways parents are contributing to their children's education. The Classroom Helpers support is vi-
tal for many reasons. Helping in your child’s class demonstrates to your child that education is a part-
nership. 
Parents are hearing the language of schooling, which may be very different to how they were taught. 
Conversations can be had at home about learning. One of the nice things I am also witnessing is the 
conversation parents and teachers are having after school. Sometimes it's hard to get parents to go 
home. Again these conversations are important in building partnerships and parent engagement. 
Teachers can be contacted in many ways including email, if you wish to contact your child’s teacher 
please call 9354 8970 or email:  
office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au 
 

Parent Teacher Meetings 
Parents will be given the opportunity to discuss children’s learning on September 5th - from 3:45pm-
5pm and September 6th - from 12:30pm – 8pm Bookings will be made online, Look out for a letter with 
details for booking your  own meeting times.  
PLEASE NOTE: School will finish at 12pm on Thursday 6th September OSHC will be available 
from this time.  
 

NAPLAN online. As you may have heard NAPLAN testing for years 3 & 5 is going online in 2019. 
St Paul’s will be participating. I have attended the information session and feel satisfied that our stu-
dents will be able to complete the assessment in this format. We have been asked to sit a practice test 
in the coming weeks, this is to test our own capabilities as well as the NAPLAN platform. There is a let-
ter with all the NAPLAN information attached. 

 

BOOK WEEK 
I can sense the excitement as children are discussing their dress up costume for our BOOK 
WEEK parade on Wednesday 22nd August. Children can dress up as any character they 
like. The theme this year is Find Your Treasure! 
 

FATHER’S  DAY BREAKFAST 
I am looking forward to this annual event on Thursday 30th August. Invitations went home this week. 
Please return the reply slip to school so we can cater. 
 

Communication with Parents 
Please remember to  have our Skoolbag app downloaded on your phone and to ensure that it has 

been updated. This is our main avenue to communicate with you quickly. Please ensure you check the 

app. Also a reminder that if you are on Facebook please follow and            our Facebook page which is: 

https://www.facebook.com/spcoburg/ 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/spcoburg/


 A LETTER FROM VCAA – NAPLAN AUTHORITY 
 

Dear Parents,. 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students is held in May 

each year. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language (spelling, 

grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers 

and principals which can be used to improve student achievement. 

In 2018, the NAPLAN tests began transitioning from a paper based test to an online assessment (i.e., students complete the 
tests utilising a computer or tablet). It is anticipated that from 2020, all schools in Australia will deliver the tests online. 
NAPLAN Online delivers numerous benefits including: 
  

·     a ‘tailored test’ design that adapts to correct and incorrect student responses providing a more precise un-
derstanding of student achievement; 

·     innovative use of technology, including a more engaging test design and a wider range of item types; 
·    the extension of the ‘test window’ to two weeks, allowing schools greater opportunity to schedule the tests at 

times that suit them best and increasing student participation. 
  
St Paul’s will be transitioning to NAPLAN Online in 2019. As part of this transition, we will be administering a 

NAPLAN Online School Readiness Test (SRT). The SRT is intended to enable us to confirm our technical capacity 

and to assist in determining the most effective way to deliver NAPLAN Online in our school next year. Testing will 

be conducted from 20 August – 7 September 2018. The SRT contains the following sample online tests:  

·         Omnibus test – this includes questions from the Reading, Conventions of Language and Numeracy domains. 
·         Writing test – for Years 5, 7, and 9. 

  
Please note that Year 3 students are only able to complete the Omnibus test, as the Year 3 Writing test will continue to be a 
pen and paper assessment in 2019. 
  
Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly uses similar support for classroom assessment 
tasks. 
  
It is important to remember that the SRT is not a formal assessment and students will not be graded for any of the tests. 
However, student participation will assist in our school confirming that we are ready for NAPLAN Online. If you have any 
concerns about your child participating in the SRT, please discuss these with Maria Mercuri 
  
For more information about NAPLAN Online, please visit the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment 
  
Yours sincerely 
Maria Mercuri 
 

 

Please follow St Paul’s official Facebook page: 
  
https://www.facebook.com/spcoburg/  
We would love you to share this page with your 
friends! 
 

 
 

School website address:  
http://spcoburg.catholic.edu.au/ 

http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment
http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment
https://www.facebook.com/spcoburg/
http://spcoburg.catholic.edu.au/


 
 
 
 

 

Premiers' Reading Challenge Update 

Congratulations to Samuel A (1/2M) who recently completed the 
Challenge! 

This brings our book tally to 2,482!  
 

Please note the Reading Challenge finishes on the 31st August – please log in your books be-
fore this date. 
 
This week, Liana V (Snr M) shares why she enjoys entering the Reading Challenge:  
 

‘I really enjoy the PRC because it gives me the opportunity to read different genres of 

books.  Lately, I’ve become a real bookworm and I find reading provides inspiration and 

creativity’.   

Liana has recently read ‘Wonder’ & ‘Auggie and Me’ and both are her recommendations. 

 

Book Week ‘Find Your Treasure’  
 
This week, in the library and class, students have enjoyed reading a selection of 
books from this year’s CBCA Awards Shortlist in preparation for next week’s 
Book Week when we will celebrate our love of books and reading with a variety 
of activities and experiences.  Here’s a look at the books which have been 
shortlisted for The Eve Pownall Award for Information Books 

 Non Fiction books, such as these, are extremely popular with our students! 
 
Happy Reading Adventures!  
 
Mrs Angela  

(Library) 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
MATHSPACE   Students (years 3 – 6) at St Paul’s use Mathspace at school, but this digital program is 
also available for the students to use at home.  
Mathspace makes it possible for you to help your children with their mathematics without having to learn and 
know the elements yourself. The tool identifies whether students have taken the correct steps to solve the prob-
lem and provides feedback when they have not. The product was created with the goal of helping students to 
learn and teach the thinking processes behind math, decreasing the focus on getting the correct answer.  
Mathspace gives your child step-by step learning and instantaneous feedback, making it just like a personal tu-
tor. The technology can identify students’ strengths and learning gaps, giving your child completely personalised 
math help. 
Teachers log in to Mathspace and then assign exercises to each class and adjust the assignments for individual 
students. Teachers track each student’s progress and final score for each exercise. Once students receive their 
assignments, they can begin exercises directly or read about the topic assigned in the Mathspace-provided les-
son. These lessons include a clear explanation of the concepts involved and example problems; some also in-
clude interactive diagrams. 
Once they begin the exercise, students are encouraged to show all of their work on the problem. At each step, 
Mathspace reads what the student has typed and provides feedback on whether the step was the correct one to 
take. If students are unsure of what to do, they can ask Mathspace for a hint, or in some cases watch a video for 
additional help. On a tablet, Mathspace can also convert students’ handwriting into responses for the program. 
Even on a non-touch device, students can use the “scratch” feature to make marks on the problem, helping them 
to think through the exercise and show their work.  
Please talk to your child about Mathspace and support their learning at home. https://mathspace.co/au  
Kim Simpson,  
Mathematics Leader 

Families, welcome to the new  
‘Math Corner’ of the Newsletter  
This week… starting math conversations 
and supporting your child’s learning at 
home 

 

SENIOR SPORT WEEK 4 – NETBALL 
On a sunny but windy day, St Paul’s interschool sport Netball team had our first win of the season. The oppo-
nent was St Margaret Mary’s, East Brunswick and the A team won 16 goals to 7 goals. The B team also tried 
hard but lost their game by four goals (12 – 8). All St Paul’s girls played really well and the person who stood out 
the most was Madeline. She helped her teammates, worked as a team and got many goals. The opposition was 
very nice and kind and after all the hard work, we played a fun game of knock out all together. We all showed 
good sportsmanship. We are looking forward to our next match and hopefully getting a win for both of our 
teams. 
By Leila Rokose 
 

https://mathspace.co/au


                SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWS  

 

 

 

 

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST  

Father’s Day Breakfast is happening in 2 weeks – Thursday 30TH August .  This is a school 

community event which many fathers and their children attend so please remember to re-

turn your RSVP slips to your child’s classroom teacher. Calling on any mums who are free 

on this morning to help cook breakfast-please let Ms Pat or myself know if you are availa-

ble. 

 

COLES  SPORT FOR SCHOOL VOUCHERS  

A huge thank you to the St. Paul’s school community, and relatives, for your concerted ef-

fort in collecting COLES Sport for Schools vouchers .  

We were overwhelmed with vouchers, and FINALLY our efforts have been rewarded!! 

Thank you to the students who gave up their lunchtime yesterday to help with assembling 

the soccer goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

LUNCHTIME CLUB 

Next week will see a new group of children in each club. Please remember to ask 

your child about their experience in the Lunchtime Clubs. 

Monday – Library and Board Games with Ms Donna and Ms Angela 

Tuesday- Dance Club  with Ms Elizabeth and Ms Cobie  

Wednesday- Art and Craft Club with Ms Stef anf Ms Danielle 

Thursday – Coding Club with Mr Keane and Ms Michelle 

Dance club in action ! 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Former St Paul’s students Jessica Mirabelli (class of 2015) and Elissa 

Mirabelli (class of 2017) received the highest rowing award for the 

state of Victoria last weekend. 

Based on points accrued over the 2017/2018 season for the most num-

ber of races won Rowing Victoria awarded Jessica “Victorian Female 

Rower of the Year” and Elissa “1st Runner Up”. Magnificent achieve-

ment for open age awards. They also received awards within their 

own club for the season. Jessica “Champion Oarswoman for 2018” 

and Elissa “Best First Year”.  




