
TERM 4 WEEK 10 - DECEMBER 12, 2019

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

Tuesday, Dec 17
Year Prep - 4

Annual
End of Year 

Picnic

Wednesday, Dec 18
Term 4 Concludes

12pm finish

Wednesday, Jan 29
 Term 1 2020

Commences for 
years 1-6

Thursday, Jan 30
Prep students 
Start school

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
It was great news for St Paul’s when  Premier Daniel Andrews made a 
special visit  on Wednesday, with James Merlino, Minister for Education 
and local MP Lizzie Blandthorn. We were successful recipients in Round 
1 of the Non-Government Capital Schools Fund as a result of a 
submission made by St Paul’s. 

Huge Thank You to Lizzie Blandthorn our Local Victorian state 
member. Lizzie is a great supporter of St Paul’s. Lizzie came to visit St 
Paul’s early this term to speak to me about St Paul’s and she spoke 
about our application in Parliament. Without Lizzies’ support we would 
not have been successful.

The Great News continues from our  local federal Member Peter Khalil. I 
applied for a Local Schools Community Grant , for some funding  for our 
STEM room. We were once again successful and  have been given 
$14,000 to purchase IT equipment. Peter Khalil is a supporter of St 
Paul’s, who  visited our school earlier this term. A huge thank you to 
Peter, who will be join us  next week to make the presentation.



Student Leadership Team 2020
I had the privilege of listening all speeches from our Year 5 students this week. All students spoke well 
about their ideas for St Paul’s and qualities which make them good school Captains. Students and 
Teachers voted for our student leaders. I encourage all Senior students to see themselves as leaders 
and not only  those wearing badges, I also welcome our Seniors to think of other leadership titles that we 
may introduce in future.

I am pleased to announce the student leadership team for next year.

School Captains: 
Jonah S & Rose E 

House Captains:
O’Hea      Mia S  & Juliano Z              McAuley    Layla M & Peyton S
Howlett   Alessia C & John-Paul N  O’Riley      Adriana A & Luke M

Mini Vinnies Captains:
Ella M & Francesco V

Congratulations to these students. Our School Captains take an active role in all aspects of our school 
community and work with others to achieve the best possible outcomes.  Our Leaders are approachable, 
reliable and trustworthy, and their duties involve communication with staff and students, public speaking 
at assemblies, school events, leading school tours of new families and other community events.  Our 
School Captains are positive role models for all students. 

Class lists are now finalised, the students will have a Step Up / Orientation session with their new 
2020 teacher and classmates on Monday 16th December. Over the past couple of weeks, teachers have 
spent some time placing students in their 2020 classes. Many factors are taken into consideration when 
groupings are formulated such as gender, academic ability, class dynamics, etc. Teachers place children 
where they believe they will work best (not necessarily with their friends). Please talk to your children to 
prepare them for their 2020 grouping, allow them to ask questions and assure them that their teacher is 
there to help them. 

2019 Semester Two Reports will be sent home next week. If you have any questions about your 
child’s report please speak to your child’s classroom teacher.

Welcome new       Staff members in 2020 to St Paul’s!

 Year 1 /2; Alex McCalman   Year 3 /4; Michelah Fabiyanic  Senior Sophie Taylor   - all are 

graduates from Australian Catholic University 

Emilie Owen -  Literacy Leader is currently Literacy Leader at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Sunbury

Kym Miatello - Literacy Support is currently teaching at St Francis DeSales, Oak Park.

Welcome back to Erica Bolton who returns from maternity leave.

 

 



 

 



  PREP REFLECTION: OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES

We were proud when:

● We did great writing (neater, on the lines, 
spelling).

● Followed the BE rules.
● We did OK at our first day of school. 
● We all followed the teacher’s instructions. 
● We did hard work maths. 
● We could read. 

We felt happy when:

● We did STEM. 
● We made new friends. 
● We watched the ABC concert. 
● We had the athletics carnival. 
● We celebrated our 100 days of school. 
● We went to the zoo for our excursion. 
● We danced at the disco. 
● We had book week. 
● We went to market day. 

We felt safe and comfortable when:

● Teacher’s helped us. 
● The gates were locked. 
● We played with our friends. 
● We worked with the teacher. 
● We were kind. 
● We were being good friends. 
● During buddies. 
● We see the yard duty teachers. 
● We were ‘bucket fillers’. 

Prep was:



1/2H
It has been a fantastic year in 1/2H! Some of our favourite things this year have been Book Week and 
the book fair, the school Colour Fun Run, school disco, spending time with our friends, visiting the Zoo, 
and more recently visiting Santa’s Magical Kingdom and receiving our elf Santa! In the classroom we 
have been working hard on handwriting, reading chapter books, writing narratives, including punctuation, 
learning to tell the time, and all about God and Jesus. Some things we have learnt to always remember 
are to include others in games, work hard, never give up! 

1/2MR
What a fantastic year we have had as a class in 1/2MR.  Together we have been on many exciting  
incursions and excursions.  The best one was when we went to Santa’s Magical Kingdom last Friday.  
We were able to spend time with our friends and teachers and celebrate the year we had together. 
During the year we learnt about matter in science, built and programmed robots and windmills, wrote our 
own narrative stories and were lucky to have new iPads and Chromebooks in our room.   The year has 
gone so fast.  We are now taller and older and ready for the next adventure to start. 

1/2D
1/2D has had a sensational year filled with lots of laughter, joy, happiness, learning and memories! We 
have learnt so many new things, participated in lots of exciting experiences and had so much fun 
spending time with each other.  Some of our favourite parts of the year were: taking our class pet Steve 
home, school events, our reading monkeys, filling up the rice jar and earning our special surprise, 
making lots of different things, going on excursions and incursions, and meeting our elf on the shelf. 
This year our favourite things to learn about were: science, history, math, the Zones of Regulation, 
religion, writing and reading. We also enjoyed learning about resilience, helping others and never giving 
up! This year we have been proud of ourselves and our achievements. We are most proud of: our 
amazing manners and how we treat others with respect and kindness, the new friends we have made, 
learning how to read new words, our assemblies, playground awards, and writing longer texts. Most of 
all we are proud of each other and what we have achieved together, and the fact that we made it to the 
end of the year! We’ve loved the time we spent together and can’t wait to see where next year takes us!



3/4 - THE YEAR THAT WAS!
Congratulations to the students of 3/4, who have demonstrated their ability to adapt to change!  We  
have been most impressed with their maturity, positivity and resilience when faced with new challenges! 
They are to be commended for their efforts in class, and their enthusiastic participation in all aspects of 
school life. Sadly, this year we farewelled Lance and Glenice, but happily welcomed Hannah, Panos, 
Siyana, Prisha, Kristian, Elijah and Eric to our grade.  

When we asked the students to consider the year that was, 
these were some of their responses:

“We loved all the teachers we had this year.”
“Reconciliation and First Eucharist were very important 
and special times for us.”
“I made new friends and liked working with them.”
“We used our Chromebooks and iPads a lot, and learned 
lots about coding.”
And, to sum up, “The children in our class all got along well
.…not just the girls with the girls, and the boys with the 
boys … we actually talked to each other!”

TERM 1 - TEAM BUILDING
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TERM 4 - EXCURSIONS

TERM 1 - FUNDRAISING

TERM 3 - BOOK WEEK



This year has come and gone so quickly and in seniors everyone has learnt a lot.  In term one for inquiry 
we learnt about Ubuntu which means ‘I am because we are’ and teamwork.  A way we demonstrated 
teamwork was when we got into teams and had a competition to see which group could build the tallest 
tower using spaghetti and blu-tac. We did this without speaking, however, we found ways to 
communicate and support each other during the game.  We learnt that you work better as a group than 
by yourself. We also did a TEAMWORK acrostic poem in our table groups. 

We worked hard in Term Two and our main learning focus during this term was to increase our 
knowledge and understanding of the systems of Government used in Australia. On a local level we had 
visits from our local member Lizzie Blandthorn and Natalie Abboud, who was the Mayor of Coburg at that 
time. They informed us about the roles and responsibilities of their important positions. In May we had a 
fabulous excursion to State Parliament. We caught a train into the city, had a tour around Parliament, 
heard some interesting information and even got to sit in the chairs of the upper house. Another highlight 
from this term was the girls winning the Moreland Cup competition. What a fantastic effort from our 
Senior girls’ AFL team! 

Term three began with an investigation of our solar system, whilst simultaneously planning and creating a 
short science fiction film. This was so much fun and working in small groups on this project made it even 
better. Our learning was helped along the way with a trip to Scienceworks and a session in the 
planetarium. This term we began our Confirmation preparation and we fortunate enough to go on retreat 
to the Art gallery, where we viewed religions icons and art work. During this term we participated in 
interschool sport, playing football, T Ball and Netball. We had many successes through this experience 
but more importantly thoroughly enjoyed the challenge of competing against other schools.

There have been many highlights this term. We began the term making our Confirmation which was a 
very special occasion. Inspired by our confirmation we demonstrated the Generosity of Jesus within us, 
as we planned, set up and ran our own ‘market day stall’. We happily donated the money we raised to 
the school to buy new interschool sports uniforms. Earlier in the term we prepared and led a 
Remembrance Day ceremony, after investigating WW1 and the meaning behind Armistice day. Midway 
through the term, we worked at improving our public speaking skills. The year 5s tested these skills as 
they delivered the speech they wrote for a leadership position in 2020 and the year 6s presented their 
leavers speech to the school and parent community. We were delighted to learn of our school’s success 
in the 2019 National Schools Poster Competition. Four students in year 6 received Honourable Mention 
in the Years 5-6 Division of the Statistical Society of Australia’s 2019 competition. The process leading to 
submitting our posters for judging developed collaboration, creativity and communication skills needed in 
this data-science age. Great effort! The highlight to our year is yet to come. On Monday night we will 
attend our graduation mass followed by a celebration with our friends and family. Early the following 
morning we will be on our way to Fun fields, as a reward for a great year’s work. 



What a fabulous time we had during Italian lessons this year! The learning across all year levels was 
wonderful and the students’ effort and enthusiasm during Italian lessons is to be commended. Grazie 
mille! (A thousand thanks!) 

PREPS
Our Preps enjoyed learning lots of new vocabulary through games, 
stories and songs. In addition to this, the ELLA apps were enjoyed by 
all as they provided not only an opportunity to practice some of the 
language that was being taught, but it was also a time to have fun! 
The egg and spoon interactive activity was a particular favourite as 
children counted in Italian while trying not to drop their “eggs”! 

1/2s

1/2s spent a lot of time working in pairs and in small groups, sharing 
their learning and ideas and practicing the vocabulary that was being 
focused on. In Term 4, students rotated around a range of activities 
which allowed them to learn about the Italian culture in different ways 
including dancing, craft, listening to stories, reading and researching. 
The most anticipated moment of each lesson would be when “La 
Tarantella” group would present their learning by performing the dance!

3/4s

Students in Year 3/4 were engaged in learning within a number of topics 
which gave them opportunities to talk about important things in their 
lives such as family, friends, hobbies and  school life. Some interesting 
discoveries were made when students completed a mini-project which 
required them to compare education in Italy and in Australia. Many 
students were interested to find out that Italian students often finish 
school early enough in the day to go home for lunch!

5/6s

A highlight of the Senior Italian program this year was the introduction of “I 
Verbi” (Verbs) and how they are used in the Italian language. Students 
found out that verbs are used very differently to how they are used in the 
English language! Students were so interested in this topic and worked 
very hard on what is a challenging aspect of learning how to speak Italian. 
Technology played an important role in Italian lessons this year and helped 
students produce creative and impressive work which showcased their 
learning.



A huge thank you to all parents who generously gave their time to helping and supporting St Paul’s 
Primary School. Without you we would not have achieved fundraising, “friend raising” and classroom 
support objectives. We are particularly grateful to those who worked so enthusiastically on the following 
committees:

● Parents and Friends of St Paul’s 
● The 2020 Fete
● Hot Lunches
● Mother’s Day
● Father’s Day 
● The Colour Fun Run
● The School Disco 
● Sustainability

Thank you Thank you Thank you – we are blessed to have such a wonderful parent community who give 
without counting the cost. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a restful holiday break with your families.

Ms Donna 



2020 DATES:
The 2020 dates for St Paul’s sacraments were published in last week’s newsletter and have been 
included again for your information. Please also note that in 2020 Years 2 & 3 will both be completing the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

2020 DATES & TIMES

Reconciliation Wednesday 9th September 7pm (Term 3 - Week 9)

Eucharist Saturday 12th September 5pm (Term 3 - Week 9)

Confirmation Friday 16th October 7pm (Term 4 Week 2)



As the school year approaches, it is a great time to reflect 
on our wonderful library and the many events & uses it has 
held, during 2019. I would like to share an inspiring incident 
that happened in the library earlier this week. When Premier 
Dan Andrews visited our school, he also attracted a large 
group of journalists. Whilst the journalists were waiting in the 
library for the Premier to begin his press conference, I was 
thrilled to see these very professional men & women 
browsing through the books on the shelves. Many of them 
commented on the memories they had of reading in their 
school library - memories of which they value today.This is 
certainly a fabulous advocate for school libraries and the 
impact they have! We are very fortunate to have such a 
wonderful space at St Paul’s!

Thank you to the students of St 
Paul’s who enthusiastically borrow 
from our library every week.  For 
your information, over 10,000 book 
titles were borrowed & shared this 
year from both students and staff! 

 Highlights of the year were Book 
Week, amazing Author visits by 
Adrian Beck and Sally Rippin, and 
the recent Scholastic Book Fair.  
The weekly library club had a 
popular attendance and gave 
students the opportunity to play 
board games, draw, read quietly, 
complete puzzles,  play chess and 
learn to crochet!

The library has also been a spacious venue for school 
assemblies and special presentations including this 
year’s cyber safety visit as well as Wurundjeri Elder, 
Uncle Bill Jnr’s incursion for the Year  3/4’s. The library 
has also been host to the Mother & Father’s  Day 
stalls, Prep 2020 orientation, kindergarten visits, art 
shows  and movie nights to name just a few!

Please don’t forget your summer reading at your local 
library! Check out their holiday programs!

Happy Reading & Merry Christmas!  Mrs Angela 



Statistical Society of Australia National Poster Competition

 Congratulations to our year 5/6 students who entered The Statistical Society of Australia National Poster 

Competition. The completion is a project-based learning activity which encourages primary, secondary students 

and university undergraduate students to develop, implement and creatively report upon a topic of interest to 

them.

Our students conducted small-scale versions of real-world investigations, developing core STEM and 

cross-functional skills. Following their investigation, the students created an informative e-Poster Presentation 

communicating their investigation clearly, concisely and creatively. Students were judged under the following 

topics:

clarity of the message, data collection, analysis and conclusions, presentation and creativity and importance.

We are delighted to inform you of our school’s success. Congratulations to

Ella Moore, Adrienne Madia, received an Honourable Mention  with their investigation and poster 
entitled ‘Is there a connection between students’ lucky number and birthdate?’
Luca Mastrogiannis and Rudy Poselli, received an Honourable Mention with their investigation and poster entitled ‘Eye can 

see this?’

The experience provided many valuable and enjoyable hours of learning for all students involved in the project and we are 

extremely proud of the efforts of the students who participated in this challenge.

A SPECIAL THANK you to Dr Katrina Scurrah for her time and efforts in assisting students through the preparation and 

learning associated with this project.

 Kim Simpson Mathematics Leader 










