
TERM 1 WEEK 8 - MARCH 19, 2020

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

Wednesday, 25 March
School Photos
Postponed

Re-scheduled on 
Friday, 29 May

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

It was with a heavy heart that we made the decision last 
Friday to postpone our 2020 Fete.  As I stated, the safety and 
wellbeing of our community is our highest priority and the 
current government direction in response to COVID-19 made 
the decision inevitable. 
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the three 
parents on the Fete committee who worked tirelessly over the 
last six months to ensure the success of the Fete – Christina 
Konstantinidis, Alex Kolovos and Bashir Assouni. Heartfelt 
thanks for your energy, ideas, positivity and determination  – 
we were a small, but dynamic team! A huge thanks to Donna 
Ervin who also worked tirelessly with the parents to ensure 
every aspect of the fete was planned and all was prepared for 
the successful day. 
The Fete Committee would also like to extend our deep 
gratitude to ALL businesses and families who offered 
sponsorship, vouchers and goods for the Fete, and to the 
parents who attended meetings and assisted with the 
organisation of the fete.

Maria Mercuri & Donna Ervin

Friday, 27 
March

Last day of 
Term 1 

2.30pm 
finish



As you are well aware, the impact of the coronavirus is developing  each day, however, at St Paul’s it is business 
as usual. It is refreshing to see that the children are super happy to be here, are continuing with their learning, 
playing with friends and getting on with  being kids.  School is open until we are informed otherwise. We also 
understand that some parents have chosen to keep their children at home and we respect every parent’s decision 
during this time. If you decide to keep your child home please email the school to let us know. Your child’s teacher 
can  provide you with a brief outline of some learning you can do at home with your child. 
If the school is required to close, we have put together a more comprehensive learning plan which we will share 
with families as soon as it is required. We are working on a Google Classroom platform, stay tuned!  
If any family would like to discuss any of these issues please do not hesitate to contact me via phone: 9354 8970 
or email principal@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au

Today, I spoke to all children and explained that school is open as usual, until we are told something different, and 
we all have a part in keeping healthy. We have a Hands-Off rule and that means no holding hands, hugging 
friends, etc. We have to wash hands lots and lots times during the day and we need to sneeze into our elbows. 
Parents, you have done a great job with this message, every child knew about these practises! I also reminded 
children that we need to continue to be good friends, be kind, say nice things to one another and check-in with 
each other and ask ‘Are You OK?’ during this time. These are things we all need to keep doing for each other, 
during this very unusual time of our lives. 

A range of key resources, including videos and tips for young people, have been collated for families to 

help promote ongoing wellbeing and good health across our  school community:

● SPECIAL REPORT: Coronavirus – Dr Michael Carr-Gregg developed this video for parents and 
school staff. Catholic Education Melbourne acknowledges the generosity of SchoolTV in making 
the report accessible to parents and staff in Catholic school communities

● How to talk to your children about coronavirus – ABC News article
● Worried about your child getting coronavirus? Here’s what you need to know – The Conversation 

article
● Talking to children about natural disasters, traumatic events, or worries about the future – This 

Emerging Minds video introduces ways for parents and carers to manage media coverage of 
traumatic events, and talk to their children about their worries and fears

● Traumatic events, the media and your child – This Emerging Minds fact sheet provides guidance 
on how to support and reassure children during ongoing media coverage of COVID-19.

Access quality factual information from credible sources:

● Victorian Government Health Department
● Victorian Government Education Department
● Catholic education’s response to COVID-19 (coronavirus)
● World Health Organization.



Catholic Education Melbourne have been in constant communication with us regarding the 
current situation, this was the latest communication we received yesterday. 

Dear Parents, 

The rapid evolution of the COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak continues to be a challenge for everyone in education.

I am aware that it has caused concerns for parents, staff and students. Because the health and safety of school 
communities is our highest priority, the school’s decision to stay open is based on advice from the Australian and 
Victorian Chief Medical Officers.
 
Currently, the advice of Dr Brett Sutton, Victorian Chief Health Officer, is that ‘pre-emptive school closures are not 
likely to be proportionate or effective as a public health intervention to prevent community transmission of 
COVID-19 at this time’.
 
When advice from the Chief Medical Officers changes, we will communicate those changes to our school 
community.
 
We continue to actively monitor developments and are working closely with the Catholic Education Commission of 
Victoria Ltd (CECV).
 
The CECV is partnering with the Victorian Department of Education and Training, and Victorian Department of 
Health and Human Services to ensure our practices reflect current advice and support the needs of our school 
community.
 
I am receiving regular updates from the CECV, and ensuring school leaders and staff are aware of coronavirus 
reporting and management practices, and are well-placed to respond as circumstances change.
 
The school’s leaders and teaching staff are committed to ensuring that learning remains available to students as 
part of all students’ entitlement to access the Victorian curriculum.
 
We have plans in place to support students to learn from home but, while we remain open, the emphasis will be on 
the learning and teaching currently in place in the classroom.
 
The methods our students will use to access this learning will be a school-based decision, and will vary according 
to need and context. We already have localised resources and ideas for supporting the students’ learning from 
home.
 
Learning from home requires careful management and we are working on our online options 
 
Should you have any concerns relating to school operations, or the health and safety of students, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.
 

Regards
Maria Mercuri



Wristband 
Winners

Will receive a prize commensurate with the value of the ride ticket.

Wristband 
Purchases

Money paid to CDF has been refunded to your credit card account. Please see 
Fiona if you have any problems with the refund.

Second hand 
goods donated by 
families 

Will be available for you to collect immediately. Please collect these at the 
“COLLECTION POINT “which is located opposite the School Office. Collection 
times are 8:30am and 3:30pm only. Goods NOT collected by Friday 20th 
March will be donated to various charitable organisations across Melbourne. 

Families who 
donated bottles of 
water and soft 
drink 

Please collect by Friday 20th March at the “COLLECTION POINT “which is 
located opposite the School Office. Collection times are at 8:30am and 
3:30pm only.
However, if you wish to donate these to the school, we will store them for 
future school functions.

Coke Zero and 
other sugar free 
soft drinks

Some of these are very close to their use-by date. 
We will not be storing these. These will be given to away unless they are 
collected.

Families who 
donated bottles of 
alcohol for the 
Mystery Bottle 
Stall 

Please collect these from the Office by Friday 20th March. Collection times 
are at 8:30am and 3:30pm. However, if you wish to donate these to the 
school they will be used in hampers for our Online Silent Auction to be held at 
a later date.

Fete Raffle POSTPONED until a later date.
 
Please return all tickets by Friday, March 20th. 

Silent Auction 
Items 

POSTPONED until a later date.
 
The vouchers and goods kindly donated by families and businesses will be 
used in an Online Silent Auction.
 
The school community will receive clear communication on how to bid for 
goods/vouchers at a later date.

Due to the postponement of our Fete below is the details of what has been decided.



On Monday the Year 1 and 2 students attended an incursion with the Responsible Pet Program. The 
children learnt how to keep a pet safe at home, how to approach a dog they do not know, as well as how 

to pat a dog safely. The children had lots of fun and some even had the opportunity to pat Pepper the 
Border Collie. 



On Wednesday afternoon the seniors had a visit from the Brunswick Police Department. 
We were lucky enough to have Senior Constable David Gunn and Sergeant Jeff Bell talk 
to us about the importance of internet safety and cyberbullying.  We learnt about the 
different types of bullying and the ways in which to help if we see or experience bullying 
ourselves. We learnt about how we can be safe online and what we can do to ensure that 
we are uploading and playing responsible and appropriate games and apps. Some of us 
were even lucky enough to win a prize from Sergeant Jeff Bell! Overall we all found it a 
very positive educational experience and all learnt something new about being cyber safe. 

“I learnt that there are four types of bullying, physical, social, verbal and cyber. I 
say be a buddy not a bully!” – Ghadir

 “I Learnt that 82% of bullying is online and only 58% of children tell their parents 
that they are being bullied. So we need to stop being a bystander and speak up 
when we see something.” – Chloe

 “There are four thing you can do to stop cyber bullying, you can tell a parent, 
block them, report, and log off the game!” – Matthew

 “I learnt not to be a bystander and stand up for the victim, because it only takes 
one person to make a change. “ - Violet

 “I learnt about digital footprints, even if you delete a photo or message it still on 
the cloud and the police can access it.” – Bridget

 “I found Sergeant Jeff’s visit very interesting. And he even showed us about a 
new police line that you can call if you have a small emergency, and the police 
come to you with no sirens.” – Annika 



LOOK OUT FOR THESE 
MASTERPIECES IN TERM 2 !



School Sport Victoria - SSV Update 

Developments regarding COVID-19

TeamVic trials cancellations

With the recent and rapidly changing landscape regarding COVID-19, School 
Sport Victoria (SSV) has cancelled all TeamVic trials and competitions for 
2020. 

Term 2 Senior Inter School Sports Competitions

At this stage all inter school sports competitions which were scheduled to 
begin in Term 2 have been cancelled until further notice. 

SSV Coburg District Cross Country Championships - Term 2

This event has also been cancelled.

St. Paul’s Senior School Athletics Carnival 

This event was scheduled to take place in Term 2, however with recent 
Education Department advice, we are required to cancel this excursion.

I understand that all of this will come as a great disappointment to many 
students and families however these measures have been put into place with 
the health and well-being of all school community members as the highest 
priority.

Gareth McLean - Physical Education Teacher 



INSERT

This week  - Friday 20th March - will be our last week for 
Playgroup this term .  At this stage we are unsure when 
Playgroup will recommence in Term 2, so please keep a 
lookout in the newsletter for the “start date”.



In 2019, we received a grant from Moreland Council to train some of our students to 
participate in the PLAY LEADER PROGRAM. Senior students were trained in how to 
organise activities  for other children. Here are some happy snaps of  our Senior PLAY 
LEADERS who have given up their recess and lunch times to leader activities.

As Play Leaders we have really enjoyed playing games with the Preps such as: Traffic 
lights, Beans, Fireball, Head and Catch and many others. The Preps have really enjoyed 
this program and if your child would like to come and join in on the fun we would love 
to have them join the Play program. A lot of children have benefited from this 
program and have learnt lots of teamwork skills. We hope to see more kids coming and 
joining the Play program!

By Alessia Cali and Adriana Argiro

 



Today as a school, we 
celebrated National Day 
of Action Against 
Bullying and Violence.
Each class spoke about 
their commitment to  
Taking A Stand Against 
Bullying. As a school we 
took a Bully-Free pledge. 



INSERT
LIBRARY BORROWING 

This week, students were allowed to borrow 
extra books to take home with the upcoming 
school holidays.

Please remind your children to look after their 
books & keep them in their library bag when 
they are not being read.

Remember showing an interest in your child’s 
reading or library books is a shared social 
opportunity to foster positive attitudes towards 
reading. Your child will be thrilled if you asked 
them about the books they borrow! This 
conversation is also bonus as you are 
developing their language skills. 

Check out Alexandra (3/4F) who was caught 
reading with her dog, Barney.

We have had some fun & fantastic photos of 
students caught reading! It’s awesome they are 
sharing their passion for reading with their 
family, pets & friends!

We would love more photos to make our display 
look awesome!

Remember, photos can be as creative as you 
wish!

Photos can be emailed to 
agangi@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au or left at the 
office.

Happy Reading!
Miss Angela (Library)



INSERT




