
Where Learning & Wellbeing Matter                                     TERM 3,  WEEK 1 -  16 JULY 2021

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

Friday, 16 July -
Tuesday,20 July:
Remote Learning
5 Day Lockdown

Friday, 27TH August
PUPIL FREE DAY 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,

This week we farewell Mr Sam Beninati “Mr B.”. What a way for Sam to leave the 
teaching profession after 33 years! Who would have thought when he started as a 
young teacher that his last day of teaching would be in a pandemic, and that he would 
be saying goodbye to his class online. It’s the world as we know it now! Sam has been 
teaching at St Paul’s for 21 years. On Tuesday we celebrated Sam's farewell lunch. It 
was great to hear lots of stories from staff that have worked with Sam at St Paul’s over 
the years. The overwhelming message is that Sam will be missed, especially his sense 
of humour and quirky ways - he had a way to make people laugh. The students loved 
having Sam as their classroom teacher.  This is apparent from their testimonials and 
the words they have used to describe Sam:  fun, made learning interesting, caring - it 
is such a honour to have children say that about their teacher. Good Luck with your 
journey and with all you do in retirement. 

Once again I would like to thank and acknowledge everyone in our school community 
for the way we all adapt so quickly with the return to online learning. Please check 
emails, we have sent information regarding all our online learning, device loans and 
onsite supervision.

Please ‘go gently and be kind to yourself’. We are stronger than we think we are! 
Enjoy this newsletter, with many wonderful stories about our fabulous St Paul’s school 
community. 

Take Care. Stay safe.  
Maria Mercuri

TERM 3
12 JULY - 

17 SEPTEMBER

Dear Lord, It seems that I return to you most easily when I 
need comfort - thank you for being here for us all.
In the shadow of your wings I find respite and relief that 
feeds my innermost self and renews my soul.. Day and night, 
you are my refuge
These uncertain days of lockdown,tempt me to assume the 
worst for my loved ones, myself and my community. 
“Pandemic” is a frightening word, and I can easily feel 
confused or helpless to respond.
I am relying on you to lead and guide me,  & to put my anxiety 
in its place. Buoyed by your love, I choose each day to let 
peace reign in me. Breathing deeply of your calm, I repeat, 
again and again, “You are here. Lord”



This week we farewell Mr Beninati who will retire from teaching at St Paul’s, where he has 
been working for over 20 years.  Mr B. has been a very hard working and dedicated teacher 
and we wish him well on life’s new path.  Please read the messages from his students in 
5/6MB.  

Mr B, I have enjoyed your lessons and you 
have taught me so much.  I hope you have a 
great break from teaching children.
            From Jessica

Dear Mr B, I hope you have a great time in 
your retirement.  We all  wish you the best and 
we will all miss you.  From Nate 

Dear Mr B, my most favourite moment with 
you was when it was maths and I was in the 
teacher group and you were very funny.  St 
Paul’s will miss you!  Thank you for teaching 
us.        From Siyana

Dear Mr B, it was a shock to see you 
leave but sometimes you have to 
make the tough decisions.  I wish you 
all the best for the future.  Thank you 
for making learning a fun experience.
 From Ibrahim Dear Mr B, thank you for making learning a 

fun and nice experience.  I enjoyed our 
religion classes the most because we got to 
colour in and write prayers.  I wish you all the 
best for the future.
From Jase

Dear Mr B, thank you for being such an amazing teacher and 
teaching us how to do important things.  I am really going to miss 
you.  You have made school such an exciting experience.  Thank 
you for everything.  
From Hamish



FAREWELL MR B 
Dear Mr B, you are like a candle that is lighting us.  You are like a 
star shining in the sky.  You are like a daddy bird helping us to fly.  
You are like a book that is giving us knowledge.  We will miss you.
From Eric 

Dear Mr B, I hope you remember St 
Paul’s when you are retired.  I will 
miss you, all the best from Kristian

Dear Mr B, I remember in 3/4TB having a 
spelling test and you made it fun.  I hope 
you have a great retirement and you will 
live on happily.  Wishing you all the best. 
Good bye from Yashi 

Mr B, I still remember 
how in 3/4KB you gave 
me sheets after sheets 
and you named it 
production.  I will miss 
you.  From  Rianna 

Dear Mr B, I will miss you very 
much.  It won’t be 5/6MB without 
you but I thank you very much for 
teaching me for those many years, 
3/4 and 5/6, and helping me to 
grow. I hope you enjoy your extra 
time now and I hope  you will come 
and visit us. Many thanks Sophia L 

Dear Mr B, I wish you good luck for your retirement.  You have made me 
laugh every day.  You are the best teacher.  I will miss you.  From Matthew



FAREWELL MR B 

Dear Mr B, thank you for being such a great teacher at St Paul’s.  I 
am so happy that I had you for three years and each time I got you 
I was so excited because I knew you would be a great teacher.  
When I found out you were leaving I was so upset.  I will miss you 
and I wish you all the best for the future.  From  Sophia A

Dear Mr B, thank you for being a great teacher, we will miss you.  I 
hope you have a good rest at home but I hope you will come back 
and visit us.  I will remember you teaching us and always being 
nice to us all.  Good luck.  From   Mia Rose

Dear Mr B, I had a great time being your student, you’re by far one 
of my favourite teachers.  Your games are always fun and you have 
taught me many new things.  I wish you good luck in the future. 
From  Stanley

Dear Mr B, it was fun having you teach us this year and I hope that 
one day I’ll meet you again.  You are pogchamp.   From Timothy 

Dear Mr B, I am really going to miss you so much.  You have 
guided me throughout the year.  You’ve been such a great teacher 
and when I have a bad day you make my day better.
From  Jacob



FAREWELL MR B 

Dear Mr B, you have been my amazing teacher for three straight 
years, how great!  A fun time was when you did a cartwheel!!  Have 
a good retirement.    Cheers, Jonathan

Mr B, thank you for taking our class these 
past two terms.  When you said that you 
were retiring, everyone was shocked and 
sad to see you go.  I hope you have a good 
retirement and enjoy the time you have to 
yourself.  Thank you for your many years at 
St Paul’s.     From Bridget

Dear Mr B, I have been in your 
class two times, in year 3 and 
now in year 5.  Both of those 
time I have thought that you 
were a loving, caring and 
fantastic teacher,  I wish you all 
the best.   From Deon

Dear Mr B, I will miss you so much and I am 
sad that you are leaving.  You were the most 
funniest teacher and the coolest.  You were 
definitely one of my favourite teachers at St 
Paul’s.  Stay safe.  Goodbye!!  From Joshua 

Dear Mr B, I know I have not 
been here for a long time but I 
am truly sad to see you leave.  
You have been a great teacher 
to me and I really do not want 
you to go.  Mr B, I hope you 
have a relaxing time at home 
with you wife.   From  Alexia



HAPPY  BIRTHDAY!

Ethan B - 12th
Tiffany L - 12th
Dominic S  12th
Jack A - 14th

Makenna K - 17th
Rick Z - 18th

BIRTHDAY 
BLESSINGS!
CELEBRATE!

KEEP SHINING!



It’s always lovely to share a heart warming story in our community. Thank you to Sofia (proud mum of 
Alessandro and Orlando) for passing this on.

Congratulations to brothers Alessandro (Year 3) and Orlando (Prep) who won first prize in AGL’s 
Family Week sculpture competition.
The competition brief was to create a sculpture of a scene of your family using recycled items and 
things you find around the house. The boys created a sculpture titled, ‘A Kiss Goodnight’ and depicts a 
tree of love with a night sky which represents the family’s connections to each other.
The boys’ win was also shared on the Melbourne Archdiocese Catholice School website in their News 
and Events 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY...

CHESS
It was a fantastic turn out at Monday’s demo Chess Club. The students were very engaged & excited, 
& we are so proud of their enthusiasm! We’re thrilled that Chess Club will held every Monday at 
lunchtime. Information on how to enrol was sent home with participating students. If you would like to 
join the Chess program, please contact Ms Emilie via  the office - office@spcoburg.catholic.edu



Earlier this year CSPV conducted research of  parents to understand areas of 
concern for them when it comes to their children's learning. One of  the areas of 
concern was online safety. The eSafety Commissioner provides opportunities for 
parents to be more engaged in their children's safety online through a series of 
webinars on specific topics that are challenging for parents to monitor and 
manage.

eSafety’s parent  guide  Free webinar for parents and carers.

 These webinars are designed for parents and young people to attend together to 
learn how to report and where to go for support.  

Visit esafety.gov.au for more information on parent webinars and to register.

 eSafety’s parent guide to  popular apps

Free webinar for parents and carers of  primary and secondary school students 

Understand the risks when using apps like Tik Tok, Snap Chat, YouTube and 
Instagram. This webinar also covers strategies for staying safer on social media 
and how to report if  something goes wrong.  

Visit esafety.gov.au for more information on parent webinars and to register.

Catholic School Parents Victoria
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Class Name Awarded for...  

Prep D Alexander P

Anton M

For always treating others with kindness and respect and doing 
his best all on all tasks. Well done!
For taking on an extra challenge during writing challenging and 
doing his best work. Great job!

Prep F Swarnim K

Isabel E

For treating his peers with respect and being a great model 
inside and outside the classroom. 
For showing resilience when we moved to online learning and 
encouraging people online.  

1/2 A Christopher M

Noor S

For being responsible by staying on task in class this week, well 
done!
For being respectful and showing kindness to others always.

1/2 H Luca T 

Kiki T 

Responsible - For having a fantastic start to learning in Term 3! 

Well done Luca! 

Responsible - For beginning Term 3 focused and ready for 

learning! Well done Kiki! 

1/2 LR Santiago C

Mia H

For having a great start to Term 3 and being prepared and 
focussed in class, especially during writing tasks. Well done!
For having a great start to Term 3 and being prepared and 
happy to share her thoughts and feelings with others. Amazing 
effort Mia!

3/4 M Sadie.E
Azaria. D

For being respectful at all times in class and on the playground.
For being respectful at all times in class and on the playground.

3/4 TS Jake

Elli 

For showing resilience when completing activities and for always 
being prepared for learning. 
For always taking responsibility for her own learning  by being 
prepared and working hard. 

3/4T Rick Z

Edoardo F

For always being a responsible and respectful member of our 
class 

For working hard on being responsible when making choices for 
his learning. 

Senior 
H

Jack A
Rohan R

For working together to produce a fantastic contribution to a 
class activity.

Senior 
MB

Jase R
Alexia F

For being a caring friend at all times
For showing a willingness to help others in the class.

Senior 
MT

Grace M
Mahmoud A

Prisha S

For always being a responsible and respectful class member 
For setting some fantastic learning goals to work towards this 
term 
For being respectful and for always being prepared to share her 
ideas during class discussions

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ! 



Welcome to Term 3! The Preps have been busy 
settling back into the routines of school life and 
learning lots of new things. This term we are 
focusing on narrative writing. We spent the week 
learning about different characters and adjectives 
we can use to describe them. We read and drew 
The Gruffalo and then labeled him using 
adjectives. We also created our own characters 
and wrote sentences to describe them. 



WELCOME BACK TO TERM 3! 

We hope everyone had an AWESOME holiday and are ready for another exciting term of learning! 
Below are some things you might need to know for this term: 

Inquiry: 
Our Inquiry focus: Coding for our world. This will include using code to making a short video about an 
animal. Check out the overview which is coming out soon for more information. 

Library: 
We will be visiting the library on Mondays in odd weeks. The dates for Term 3 are: 
Week 3: 26th July
Week 5: 9th August
Week 7: 23rd August
Week 9: 6th September

Parent helpers:
A note went home this week in which you can select your availability if you wish to help us in the 
classroom. Unfortunately we will not be able to have parent helpers until we receive further notice about 
restrictions. 

Homework:
This term we will continue with the home reader and S.M.A.R.T. spelling programs. We will also be 
adding a Maths component which will be a mental maths worksheet. This will be a revision of topics we 
have learnt this year so far. If possible, please support your child with this learning task as this kind of 
homework will be new to them. Homework is given out on Tuesdays and returned on a Monday for 
correction. Readers are changed on Mondays and Thursdays. 

Show and tell: 
This term, Show and tell will look a little different. We are introducing a new furry class member for each 
class. Fluffy in 1/2H, Frankie in 1/2LR and Freddie in 1/2A. Each child will get a turn of taking their furry 
Friend home for 2 or 3 nights this term. The Furry Friend also comes with a Journal with instructions and 
to record all of the adventures that we go on together! We look forward to hearing all about the 
adventures! 

Fluffy at the Farm! 

Moo

I can't 
wait to 
go home 
with 
1/2H!

I’m looking forward 
to fun adventures 

with 1/2A!

Hi! I’m 
Frankie! 



Italian Day 2021-Giornata Italiana a San Paolo 

Italian Day 2021-Giornata Italiana a San Paolo
Celebriamo insieme la lingua e la cultura italiana.

Friday 30th July-Venerdi` 30 Luglio 

CELEBRATE THE DAY WITH A TOUCH OF ITALY!

Students can wear a touch of Italy with their 
uniform! This may be ribbons in hair, an Italian hat 
or t-shirt, an Italian soccer shirt, green, white 
and red, streamers on wrists, an Italian scarf, 
carry a small Italian flag, a badge or anything else 
they have that has Italian flair!

Free pass to lunch of pasta and gelato!



The Parents and Friends committee have an exciting initiative 

coming up needing all our families help.  This year we are looking to 

publish a St Paul’s Primary School Cookbook showcasing all your 

family favourite recipes.  This can be something your family cooks 

together or the special meal that Yiayia, Nonna, Nai Nai, Nanna, Teta 

or Lola makes for you, or anything your family loves to eat.

Please send your recipe or many recipes (it can be a photo of a 

notebook, scribbles or typed out) to 

stpaulscookbook2021@gmail.com

 We would love it if you could send a photo of your family as well , 

so everyone can see who it’s from. Please email your recipe/s by 

Friday 18th September 2021

We are also looking for a volunteer photographer who can help us 

capture some moments of the school and children to include in the 

book so feel free to reach out to Ms Donna or the P&F team if you 

are interested.

Finally, if you have a business there is an opportunity here for 

advertising reaching out to our St Paul’s community and beyond.

Again feel free to reach out to Ms Donna or the P&F team if you are 

interested in supporting this initiative.

 

Thank you !





Here are some samples of  what you can find on the ONYA website:



TUESDAY  is  

 Nude Food  Day at St.Paul’s.
Here are some  ideas for School 

Lunches
Nude food lunches is the term used to describe food without 

single-use packaging, cling wrap, foil and ziploc bags. Many schools 
and even workplaces are encouraging nude food lunches. Please 
support sustainability and PLASTIC FREE JULY at St.Paul’s, by 

sending a nude food lunch for your child.                       

Things to pack in a NUDE FOOD lunchbox.
● Fresh vegetables like carrots, cucumbers, 

celery
● Fruit cut up or kept whole 

● Dips 
● Popcorn
●  Homemade crackers
●  Muesli slice
● Yoghurt
● Slices of cheese
● Boiled egg
● Dried fruit
● Sandwiches and wraps
● Leftovers from dinner



INSERT

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO 
HAVE RECENTLY COMPLETED THE 
CHALLENGE!

ALEXANDRA B - 1/2H
ANTONIO C - 3/4TS
JENELLE B - 3/4M
ELOISE S  3/4M
VALENTINO C - 1/2H

Welcome back to Term 3 and the library! It’s great to hear that our 
students managed to fit in some reading over the holiday break! Apart 
from exercising our imagination, reading for pleasure contributes to 
greater literacy, social skills, health and learning outcomes! 
This holiday reading has also contributed to our Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge tally which is now 1,038 books - Go Challengers!
It’s not too late to sign up! Students can record ALL books read since 
January AND there’s a chance to win a prize per student each class!

Feel free to email any queries about the PRC to 
library@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au

OUR BOOK 
TALLY HAS 
NOW 
REACHED 
1038 BOOKS!

This week’s challenger is 
Alexandra B (1/2H). Alexandra 
loves reading & is a great role 
model to her sister! She says I 
like reading because it's fun 
and it helps me to learn" 
Words of wisdom Lexi!



SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
Scholastic Book Club  - Issue 5 has been sent home with your child.
Please note the closing date for orders is 2nd August and all orders must be submitted online.
Thank you for your support of Book Club!




