FOUR CRITICAL ACTIONS FOR SCHOOLS
Responding to Incidents, Disclosures
and Suspicions of Child Abuse

1 RESPONDING TO
AN EMERGENCY

u "o masst act, by following the: Four
Critical Actions, as s00n as you witness
an incident, recaive a dischasure or
foerm a reasorable b bef * that a child
has, ar is at nsk of being abused.

YOU MUST TAKE ACTION

#5 a school staff memibar, you play a eritical role in protecting chikdnen in your cane.

B ¥ou must act if you form asuspicions’
rasonable belief, oven if you ane unsune
and have not drectly absasnsad child
abvrsa (g if the victim ar anather
parson tells you abowt the abusal.

u It is strongly recommended that you

usa the Responding to Suspected
Child Abuss templote to keep clear

and comprehensive nobes, even if
Vou make a descision not to repart.

* A reosonabls bohaf is 0 delibarstoly iow Mreshold. This anabies authontios fo msaestigate and take oction

2 REPORTING TO AUTHORITIES / REFERRIMG TO SERVICES

3 CONTACTING
PARENTS/CARERS

PROVIDING
ONGOING
SUPPORT

4

if thane is na risk of mmediata
Farm go to Actian 2 )

If a ciild is at irmemsdiata risk of ham
LI et sresuine e sadoty by
u saparating aleged victims
and oths. irsoived
m adminisbaring first ad
= caling B00 for urgent medical and!
o polics assistance 1o respond ta

o iderilying & contact person at the
schaol for Putune kason with Police
‘Whans necessary you may also nead 1o
maintain the imagrity of the potential
crimE scene and preserse evicenos.

A5 soom as imme date healtt ard safety comoems an addsessed you must report
all incidents, suspicions and discloswes of child abuse as soon as possibla.
Failure to separt physical and sexual child abuse mary amount toa criminal offence.

Nl Where doas the source of suspected abuse come from? 3

WITHIN THE SCHOOL

VICTORIA POLICE

‘¥iou must report all instances of
suspachid chid abuse involving a

wc hool staff merriner, contracto,

vl untaar oF wisitar ta Victona Palios

“fou must alse sopon inteenally oo
GOVERMMENT SCHOOLS

n fichoal principal anc/or kacde rship team
u Emploryms Conduct Banch

u DET Seowity Services Uit

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
w Schoal peincipal anclar ko rshap basm

WITHIN THE FAMILY
OR COMMUNITY

DHHS CHILD PROTECTION
“¥iou must report bo DHHS Child
Peobocton if a child is considered 1o b

u in misnd| of protection feom chid abuss

u af nsi of being hamred lor has bean
hamreed} and tre hanm has Fad, o s
likedy bo have, & seeious imgact on the
child's safety, stability cr devalapman.

VICTORIA POLICE

Vi must also report wl Fstances of
suspecied seaual abuss including
gracming} 1o Victana Police.

m Diocasan educatian affice

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

u fichoaol principal ancl/ar
school chakpasan

w Camimi sz far Chilkdren smd
‘Wourg Pecpla on 1300 TE2 678,

Al sllegtions of reportable
conduct must De eponed
88 B0 S possibie 1o

GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
m Employes Conduct Branck

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
u [iacesan aducaticn office

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
u Comenagian for Onilgnsn ang
Young Pecple on 1300 182 L

“fou must alsa repert intermally o

GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
u fichoal principal ardior laders hp wwam
w DET Swowity Sevices Unit.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
u fichool principal sndior leadership leam
u Diocesan education alfica

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
u fichool principal snd'or char peescn,
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Far suspected student sexual assault,
pleasa follow the Four Critical
#ctions: Student Sexual Otfending,

OTHERCOMCERNS

1f you bbalieve that a child is not subject

b0 abusa, bt you still hold shgni ot
concema for thair walbeing you must
still act. This may include raking a
rafiermal oo seaking advica from:
u Child ARST/The Cwange Doar
{in circumstanons whaes the family
ESE Ol b FECEOARG SUPPOR
m DHHS Child Protection
u Vicioeia Polica.

CONTACT

OHHS CHILD PROTECTIOMN
AREA

Farth DHvsan 1300 S84 8777

Goeth Divaan 1300665 TS

East Difvisice 1300 380 381

Wiesi Doyision (Sual) 1800 0TS 5848
‘Wt Division (Metso) 1300 S84 8777

AFTER HOLURS
Aifime howrs, wookends, public
holigays 1312 78,

CHILD FIRST

R ey s it i povdus

ORAMGEDOOR

Ll anange.doc e

PROTECT N, Wemjsw cecv O

o prircipal must corsul wath OHHS
Chald Pratection or Victana Pabce ta
detanming what information can be srared
with parents/camss. Thay may achise
= nottocontact the parents/carer
g incircumstances whens tha
panents ana al leged 1o have engaged

‘ouar schoo| mani provide support

for children impacted by sbuse. This
should include tha developmant of

a Student Support Plan in consdtation
with well g prafessionals.

This is an essantial part of your

gty of cars mouremants.

Strategies may include developmant af

It abuse, or the child isa mat
minar ard coes not wish for thair
pament/caer to be contacted)
= o contaet the parents/caners and
provice agreed infanrabon (s
must be done as soon & possible
prarferably on the same day of the
ircidan, disclcsure or supician)
m how bo communicate win
&l relervant parties with
consickeeation for thak salaty.

VICTORIA POLICE

000 ar yaur kacal police staban DET
SECURITY SERVICES UNIT
10 S5E8 B166

STUDENT INCIDENT
AND RECOVERY UNIT
(0 SEEY 3822

EMPLOYEE CONDUCT BRANCH
(03 BE3T 2606

DIOCESAN OFFICE
haalincurna §03) 287 Q238
Balarat (03] £337 1138
Suc |03} SE2T G800
Sereihuie (D3] S443 237

a safety plan, direct support and referal
1o waellbaing professionals and suppost.

Wil mast foliow tha Feur Critiosl Actions
wsery time you becama awans of a further
irstance of risk of abuse. This incledes
repoting rers information bo authonties.

INDEPENMDENT SCHOOLS
VICTORIA
103} 8825 7200

THELOODKOUT

Tha LOCKOUT has & seevica disectory,
infarmatian, srd evidence based
guidance o help you respond to family
wolence: itgy//wwwlockoul cria
Famiby vichenca victima'sunivars

can b referned 1o 1000 Respect

for counsaling, infoemation and &
suleral service; 1900 737 732



