Where Wellbeing & Learning Matter
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TERM 1, WEEK 3 - FEBRUARY 11TH, 2022

DEAR PARENTS,
A message from Principal, Maria Mercuri
We are well and truly into our school year. Our school is buzzing with lots of
learning and activity. We began our Specialist classes this week. Our specialist
classes are Physical Education, Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Italian and
STEM, these classes provide our students with many opportunities to develop
passions in their areas of interest. To further support our children we are excited
to begin our Lunch Time Clubs next week. These clubs provide the children with
the opportunity to learn new skills and develop existing interests, whilst enjoying
socialising with different groups.
Rapid Antigen Testing - Thank you for everyone’s cooperation with the twice
weekly testing. We have picked up a few cases and thankfully everyone has
recovered well. We have learning packs for students who need to isolate, so
children can continue learning. Please contact the school if your child tests
positive.
Beginning of Year School Mass - This morning we had our Beginning of Year
school, Mass Father James led this Mass and gave a blessing to children, which
also included a blessing to Student Leaders, staff and parents. His message to
the students was Learn from mistakes and focus on the positive.
St Paul’s Student Leadership - At St Paul’s, student leadership experiences are
essential to developing skills in service to others. Jesus is our model of
leadership. Students who are elected to leadership positions are great role
models for others and support the staff in giving witness to our Catholic faith and
values.
Congratulations to our
2022
Student
Leaders
who
were
commissioned at the school mass
today.
School Captains:
Jessica C & Billy F
Mcauley - Blue: House Captain - Scarlett T & Peyton B
O’Hea - Red: House Captains - Emily V & Deon V
Howlett - Yellow: House Captains - Micah S & Jonathan J
O’Riley - Green: House Captains - Jacob K & Liam C
Sustainability Leaders - Mariana C & Eva H
Mini Vinnies - Eamonn J & Eloise C
Lord we ask you guide our student leaders
during this school year, to be the best in all they do.
Bless our Year Six Student leaders
as they take on the responsibilities
and challenges of being leaders.
May they always lead with fairness, justice and equality.
Guide them in all they do and
may they be ﬁlled with the joy of the Holy Spirit.

School Tours - Prep 2023
I have already had interest in School Tours for Prep
2023. I am excited to offer personalised tours of our
new and exciting learning spaces during February,
March and April. Please pass on to your family and
friends that they can contact our office to book a tour on
9354-8970
or
contact
me
directly:
principal@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au

Sibling Enrolments for 2023:
Do you have a child commencing Prep in 2023?
Please enrol your child by the end of February
so we can determine how many places will be
available to new families for 2023. Collect your
enrolment forms from the school office.

Friendly February 2022!
February 2022: Daily actions to help you connect with others and spread
kindness.

Wellbeing
Dear Families,
It’s hard to believe that we have already come to the end of Week 3. As we continue to navigate our way
through the ever evolving landscape of the Covid 19 pandemic, I’d like to acknowledge the importance of
supporting our children’s wellbeing and take the opportunity to share a resource by the Australian
Childhood Foundation. The Australian Childhood Foundation was formed in 1986 and its primary aim is
to advocate for children, particularly in times of hardship. This resource will be especially helpful for those
families who are currently in isolation and experiencing the challenges faced by the pandemic. Please
take the time to read through the resources provided. Some of the stories and activities listed will also
enhance quality time spent together as a family whether you are in isolation or not. I hope you enjoy
sharing them as a family. COVID-19 Response - Australian Childhood Foundation
Stephanie Stedman

sstedman@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au

Save the date…
●
●
●

National Day of Action Against Bullying 18 March, 2022
Harmony Week 21-27 March, 2022
Ride2School 25 March 2022

St Paul’s Lunch Clubs are back
Commencing next week, St Paul’s lunch clubs will be up and running once again.
MONDAY - LIBRARY

The library will be open on a Monday at 2pm for children to participate in
quiet reading, play board games and engage in mindful colouring.

TUESDAY - LEGO

Lego club will take place in the library each Tuesday at 1.50pm

THURSDAY - CHOIR

Choir will be held each Thursday in the school hall

COMING SOON
Coding Clubs to be finalised next week…
Prep - 2 Scratch Junior
Grade 3/4 Scratch
Grade 5/6 Scratch

Photo day is 8 March, 2022. Ordering online is ready for you begin purchasing. Below is the
information on how to Order Photos. We will also be receiving Photo envelopes next week
which we will distribute to the classes.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Funds (CSEF)
To be eligible for this Fund, parents must hold a current Health Care Card,
Or Pension Card. .
If you have applied for (CSEF) in 2021, you will not need to apply unless
there has been a change in your family circumstances.
An application form will be attached to the Fees and Levies Options Forms
which will be distributed via the children on Tuesday, or you can pick up an
application form at the office.

Uniform Shop News
PLEASE NOTE ALL SPARTAN ONLINE ORDERS HAVE BEEN DELIVERED TO SCHOOL AND WILL
SENT HOME WITH YOUR CHILD.

Spartan World is our uniform supplier.
All Uniform Sales are made through Spartan School World.
They have an online shop 1800 815 557
onlineorders@spartanss.com.au
or a shop front located at Spartan School World 97 Main Road, Lower Plenty, Vic 3093
Reminder that in Term 1 children will need to be in Summer Uniform.
●
●
●

All students must wear their hats when outside during term 1.
Uniforms can only be purchased via online ordering
Sport uniform can be worn on PE day. Please check with your child’s teacher for PE day.

Spartan will deliver to school for you to collect from the school office, or home delivery for $9.95
extra.
Returns of incorrect sizes can be arranged through Spartan.
www.spartanschoolworld.com.au
Call: 1800 815 557 customer service will help answer any questions.
Orders from Spartan are dispatched on Wednesday and are delivered to school on Thursday.
Second Hand Uniform will be available to purchase at $5.00 per item. Please phone or email the office.
office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au if you would like to purchase second hand uniforms.

Need a school hat?
Can’t wait for a delivery?
Hats are now in stock at the School Office.
Send along $11.00 in an envelope with your child’s name & class
and he/she will have it by recess.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
If you would like uniform items from our the Second
office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au with the item and size.

Hand shop please email the office

Parents, a reminder to please label your child uniform items. OR you can use Spartans sensor label
Ragtagd. We have a sensor in the uniform shop cupboard. Ragtagd is a fantastic
addition to Spartan Uniforms, it only works if you have registered your mobile phone
number on the tag. When registered, you will receive a text message when your child’s
jumper is placed in the lost property cupboard.

During our first week at school we got to meet out Year 6 buddies! We had the best time getting to know
each other and playing on the new playground. We are so lucky to have such awesome buddies to help
guide us during our first we at St Paul’s.
Thank you buddies!

It was wonderful to see happy and eager children returning to school after a long
break, and the excitement was evident as they explored their new learning space.
The last two weeks have focussed on reconnecting with friends and classmates,
setting up school and classroom routines and expectations, and learning to work
collaboratively in our new indoor and outdoor learning spaces.
The start of each day has focussed on the importance of a positive mindset, and a
can-do attitude. The children, as you can see, have settled into school beautifully.

We have been working SO hard in grade 3/4!
We have been practicing how we read independently and
how we work as a team.

The seniors have made and excellent start to the school year. The senior teachers are Miss Olivia, Miss
Hine, Mrs Leah and Mrs Maria. We look forward to being part of the children’s learning journey.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
●
●

●

We have rescheduled our incursion with Parliament to Monday 21 Feb.
Please check with your child to make sure they have a book at school to read after lunch each
day. They are welcome to read one on the school book shelf or bring one from home. Children
should also be bringing their reading log each day.
This week your child brought home a technology form. Please make sure you read this with your
child and sign the form together so they can use technology in the classroom.

We started off the year by completing a variety of different STEM activities.
These activities foster ingenuity and creativity as well as encouraging
experimentation, teamwork and problem solving.

INGENUITY

TEAM
WORK

CREATIVITY

PROBLEM
SOLVING

CHOIR IS COMING TO
ST PAUL’S!
DO YOU LOVE TO SING
&
BE PART OF A TEAM!

JOIN US FOR CHOIR!

CHOIR WILL BE STARTING ON
THURSDAY 17 FEBRUARY

REHEARSALS WILL HELD DURING
LUNCH TIME IN THE HALL

NO SINGING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY,
JUST A SMILE & LOADS OF ENTHUSIASM!

Did you know St Paul's Primary School has a
SUSTAINABILITY HUB?
We collect:
● old toothbrushes and toothpaste tubes;
● bread tags for wheelchairs;
● dead textas and markers.
In collecting these items we aim to reduce our
environmental footprint by forwarding them onto
agencies and groups who recycle waste.
The SUSTAINABILITY HUB is located at the top of
the stairs, outside Ms. Emilie’s office.
In next week’s newsletter you will meet our 2022
Sustainability Captains - Mariana and Eva.

What is NUDE FOOD?
Simply put.
It’s food without excessive packaging.
Usually this means food that is not
processed, often making it healthier and
more environmentally friendly.
Please support NUDE FOOD TUESDAY by
using as little packaging as possible in your
child’s lunch every TUESDAY!

Looking for something extra these holidays?
The ANSTO STEAM Club provides children with an
opportunity to explore scientific and engineering concepts
and apply their knowledge in creative and ingenious ways to
solve challenges.
The club operates online through Google Classroom during
the school holidays.

After registering, each child will be invited to join the ANSTO
STEAM Club Classroom to access STEAM challenges. Multiple
rounds of challenges will be held with the first challenge will be
posted this Friday!
Anyone can join, but the program is designed for children between
the ages of 8 and 13yrs. Children must obtain permission from
their parent or guardian first before joining.
The ANSTO STEAM Club is free to join! All materials used in the
STEAM Challenges are household items.
Join at
https://www.ansto.gov.au/education/primary/steam-club-online

Scholastic Book Club has been distributed to all classes. If you are
unfamiliar to Scholastic Book Club, follow this link: Book Club Parents | Scholastic Australia on how to order. Please note all
payment is online and books are delivered to school.
The deadline for all orders is Friday, 18th February.
Thank you for supporting Book Club.
Ms Angela (Library) library@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au

SCHOLASTIC
BOOK CLUB

TERM DATES 2022
Term 1 Commences Mon 31 Jan - Fri 8 April
Term 2 Commences Tues 26 April - Fri 24 June
Term 3 Commences Mon 11 July - Fri 16 Sept
Term 4 Commences Mon 3 Oct - end Week 3 of Dec (tba)

UPCOMING 2022
DATES & EVENTS
Please note dates are subject to change
You will be advised of any changes via the
Skoolbag app
TERM 1:
Wednesday, 9 February - Prep Rest Day - No School
Thursday, 10 February - Beginning of the Year School Mass
Wednesday, 16 February - Prep Rest Day - No School
Wednesday, 16 February - 2022 Prep Families information session (online)
Wednesday, 23 February - Prep Rest Day - No School
Monday, 28 February - Preps attend full time at school
Wednesday, 2 March - Ash Wednesday
Tuesday, 8 March - School Photos
Monday, 14 March - Labour Day Public Holiday
Monday 13 - 20 March - Catholic Education Week
Friday, April 1 - Colour Run (TBA)
Thursday, 7 April - Easter Paraliturgy
TERM 2:
Tuesday, 24 May - Year 3 Sacrament of Penance Family Night
Thursday, 9 June - Sacrament of Penance (Year 3)
Monday, 13 June - Queen’s Birthday - Public Holiday
Thursday, 23 June - St Paul’s Day Celebration & Mass
TERM 3:
Monday 22 - 26 July- Book Week (Further details to follow)
Sunday, August 14 - Year 4 Sacrament of Eucharist (tbc)
TERM 4:
Tuesday, 11 October - Year 6 Sacrament of Confirmation Family Night
Friday, 21 October - Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 6)
Tuesday, 1 November - Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday

