
Wellbeing  & Learning For All                                   TERM 1, WEEK 5  - FEBRUARY 25TH, 2022

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

FEBRUARY:
Monday, 28:

Preps commence
School full time

MARCH:
Tuesday, 1:
School Tour -

Prep 2023

Wednesday, 2:
Ash Wednesday

Liturgy

Thursday, 3:
School Tour -

Prep 2023

MARCH
Tuesday, 8

SCHOOL PHOTOS

Friday, 11
Pupil Free Day

APRIL
Friday, 1

COLOUR FUN RUN

DEAR PARENTS,
A message from Principal, Maria Mercuri
Thank you to all parents for your ongoing support with Rapid Antigen 
Testing of your children. Yesterday we distributed the third pack to each 
family. Parents can choose the day they test their children. Parents only 
have to report a positive result to the school. We have had very low cases in 
the last few weeks. Thank you for keeping our community safe. Please stop 
by the office if you haven’t collected your kit yet.

We are expecting a new school operations guide in the coming weeks. I am 
hopeful that we can get back to some kind of normal and have parents back 
onsite. We are missing the wonderful events we usually share with parents, 
such as assemblies, classroom helpers and face to face meetings.

PROMOTING ST PAUL’S SCHOOL   We have had many tours through 
our school this week and the feedback has been very positive. Thank you 
to our families who are supporting St Paul’s  by promoting our school flyers 
at their business. If you would like to advertise a flyer, please contact our 
office. Keep spreading the word about St Paul’s and our wonderful learning 
community!

PHYSICAL EDUCATION The children at St Paul’s love their sport. Physical 
activity is a very important part of a healthy lifestyle. We are lucky to have 
increased our Physical Education lessons to one hour this year. Mr McLean, 
our PE teacher is loving the longer sessions and is able to incorporate skills 
development, plus game time to practice the skills,  During  learning time, 
teachers also take their classes outside during the week for movement 
breaks. In the senior grades, the students have Friday sport. St Paul’s is 
part of School Sports Victoria, Coburg District. Competition began this week 
with tennis and swimming, in which some of our students participated. Well 
done to Peyton and Jessica for their participation in tennis and getting 
through the next division. Well done and congratulations  to Billy, Sadie and 
Rohan who participated in the Coburg District Swimming Trials on 
Thursday. Billy  placed 1st in the Butterfly and 2nd in the Freestyle events. 
Sadie E also placed 1st in her Freestyle event.

FRIDAY, 11 MARCH - PUPIL FREE DAY
 NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL

Next week, we begin the Season of Lent, in 
preparation for Easter, with Shrove Tuesday 
(Pancake Day) on Tuesday and Ash 
Wednesday. We will have a whole school 
liturgy and children will receive the symbol of 
the ashes on their forehead. 



REMINDER!
Student SAFETY@St Paul’s - Dogs in the 
playground. We all love our pets and they are important 
members of our family.  Unfortunately, we cannot have 
dogs on the playground. This is not only a safety issue, but 
also something that we need to consider for students who 
are highly allergic or anxious. Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation. We welcome your dogs 
dropping off or picking up children at the gates. 

COMMUNICATION
Skoolbag App - Please remember to download the skoolbag 
app. This is an important communication tool between parents 
and the school. If we need to send any urgent messages or 
reminders to our school community, we use this platform to 
communicate with families. Please make sure you have this app 
on your phone and it is updated. 

The Newsletter is published each week. Each family member 
receives a copy of the newsletter via email.  A copy is also 
uploaded to  skoolbag app and the website. The newsletter is an 
important part of how we communicate with parents and it is a 
forum to share the students learning and photos of our children 
at school. 

Please let the office know if any of your contact details 
change or your email address is to be updated.

MEDICATION
Occasionally some children require medication to manage 
short-term illness. In such circumstances, parents are asked to 
give written permission for the medication to be taken with the 
dosage and time it is required to be taken to be clearly written. 
The school is unable to administer any medication without 
written parent permission and does not provide medications for 
student use. All medication administered by the school should 
be in its original packaging.
All medication is kept at the office and administered to the child 
by the office staff in the presence of another staff member. 
Parents will need to fill out an authority to administer 
medication form which is at the office. Children are not 
permitted to keep medication in their school bag.

 Photo day is TUESDAY 8 March, 2022.
All children need to be  in school uniform. 

If your child has PE on Tuesday, 
the lesson will be modified.  



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS!
Alexander B (19th), Harrier V (21st), Jacob K (22nd), 

Ms Angela - staff (23rd), Miss Polly - staff (26th)

Friendly February 2022!
February 2022: Daily actions to help you connect with others and spread  kindness

SCHOOL COLOUR FUN
We are so pleased that the Colour Run Fun will be going ahead 
and will be our first community event for this year! Thank you to 
the many families who have already registered. You will find more 
information about this on our Community News page. All funds 
raised will contribute towards Stage 2 of our playground 
refurbishment. Our most recent tally is $1135 raised so far with 29 
families registered - that is certainly an impressive figure to start 
with. Thank you to our enthusiastic P&F who are coordinating this 
event and to our community for their ongoing support. Don’t forget 
to register!



Thank you to the following families and community who are advertising a flyer at their 
business:

Michelle R (mum of Georgia 1/2M), 
Bishal B @ Laligurans grocery store, 243 Sydney Rd, Coburg (Dad of Eva, Prep D & Evan 
3/4D)
Australia Sheepskins and Souvenirs Ugg Boots, 348 Sydney Rd, Coburg
CONTACT OUR OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO POST A FLYER AT YOUR  BUSINESS OR WORK!

PREP 2023 ENROLMENTS - CAN YOU OR YOUR BUSINESS POST OUR FLYER?



SOCIAL / EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL)

Social-emotional learning is vital for students because it 
teaches them crucial life skills, including the ability to 
understand themselves, develop a positive self-image, 
take responsibility for their actions, and forge 
relationships with the people around them.

Through social-emotional learning our children learn how to set goals for themselves. They 
are able to solve problems, persevere in the face of adversity, fight for social justice, 
empathize with other people, take responsibility, lead by example, and establish social skills 
that put them in good stead for the future. 

This week the teachers worked together unpacking the curriculum and planning their social 
emotional lessons for the weeks ahead. The emphasis moving forward is for our students to 
develop  their own ‘Ready to Learn’ plans. In doing this, students are identifying strategies that 
will successfully help them to be ready to engage in their learning. They are becoming more 
self aware of themselves as a learner. As the year progresses, additional learning areas in 
SEL will be addressed. The key social emotional learning areas are: self awareness, self 
management, social awareness, relationship skills and responsible decision making. 

I encourage all families to have regular conversations with their children about their SEL 
lessons and the topics covered in class. In the coming weeks, please check in with your child 
and ask them about their ‘Ready to Learn’ plans. 

MEDICAL ACTION PLANS

Over the last couple of weeks I have spoken with many families and we are working 
together to ensure that all medical action plans for anaphylaxis, asthma and allergies are 
current. Please ensure that these are returned to school as soon as possible. I appreciate 
everyone’s support with this. Many thanks. 

SAVE THE DATE If your child is experiencing challenges 
and requires any support in wellbeing, 
please do not hesitate to reach out and 
contact me for a chat regarding further 
support

sstedman@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au

Stephanie Stedman | Deputy Principal & 
Student Wellbeing

mailto:sstedman@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au


LUNCH TIME CLUBS

This week the lunch time clubs continued and the children got the opportunity to enjoy 
coding, choir and drawing in a drawing club. Take a look at these engaged and happy 
little St Paul’s students.    

Stephanie Stedman | Deputy 
Principal & Student Wellbeing



Photo day is 8 March, 2022.  Ordering online is ready for you to begin purchasing. Below is 
the information on how to Order Photos.   Photo envelopes were sent home this week. Marilena



Camps, Sports and Excursions 
Funds (CSEF)

To be eligible for this Fund, 
parents must hold a current 
Health Care Card
Or Pension Card.   
If you have applied for (CSEF) in 
2021, you will not need to apply 
unless
there has been a change in your 
family circumstances.  

An application form will be 
attached to the Fees and Levies 
Options Forms 
which has been  distributed via 
the children this week, or you can 
pick up an 
application form at the office.

2022 SCHOOL FEES & LEVIES STATEMENTS AND OPTIONS FORMS

2022 School Fees, Levies Statements and Fee Payment Options Forms were sent home 
this week via the eldest child. Please check to make sure that you received these. If you 
did not, please contact the office.  Please Note:  A new form needs to be filled out each 
year it does not roll over from the previous year.  Please return these forms as soon as 
possible.  



ALL SPARTAN ONLINE ORDERS WILL BE  DELIVERED TO SCHOOL 
AND SENT HOME WITH YOUR CHILD.

Spartan World is our uniform supplier. 
All Uniform Sales are made through Spartan School World. 

They have an online shop 1800 815 557      onlineorders@spartanss.com.au
or a shop front located at Spartan School World  97 Main Road,  Lower Plenty, Vic 3093

Reminder that in Term 1 children will need to be in Summer Uniform. 

● All students must wear their hats when outside during Term 1.
● Uniforms can only be purchased via online ordering
● Sport uniform can be worn on PE day. Please check with your child’s teacher for PE day.  

Spartan  will  deliver to school for you to collect from the school office, or home delivery for $9.95 
extra.

Returns of incorrect sizes can be arranged through Spartan.
www.spartanschoolworld.com.au
Call: 1800 815 557 customer service will help answer any questions.

Orders from Spartan are dispatched on Wednesday and are delivered to school on Thursday.

Need a  school hat?
Can’t wait for a delivery?
Hats are now in stock at the School Office. 
Send along $11.00 in an envelope with your child’s name & class
and he/she will have it by recess.

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS

 If you would like uniform items from our the Second  Hand shop please email the office 
office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au with the item and size. 

Parents, a reminder to please label your child uniform items, OR you can use Spartans sensor label      
Ragtagd. We have a sensor in the uniform shop cupboard. Ragtagd is  a fantastic 
addition to Spartan Uniforms, it only works if you have  registered your mobile phone 
number on the tag. When registered, you will receive a text message when your child’s
 jumper  is placed in the lost property cupboard.

Uniform Shop News

 

http://www.spartanschoolworld.com.au
mailto:office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au


This week in Prep we have been doing lots of different learning tasks in literacy and 
numeracy! We made names and words with playdough and magnetic letters, learnt 

about letters and sounds, clapped out syllables and subitised numbers. We are having 
so much fun learning at St Paul’s!



This week our spelling focus has been on the letter S and 
the sound it makes. We created a poster filled with pictures 
of things that start with S and learnt how to form our mouth 

to correctly make the S sound. 

We are using cued articulation to remember letter sounds. 
James is showing us how to use hand cues to make the 

sound /s/. 



In Religion, we have been learning 
about how we are all special 

because God made us! We are so 
lucky to look different, sound 

different, speak different languages 
and have many different talents 

and strengths. To celebrate this, we 
drew self portraits. We used the 

iPad to look at the special features 
on our face so that we could draw 

ourselves just the way 
God made us. 





This week in maths we discovered some efficient counting strategies. Some include counting on 
and counting by 10s. We also found out that it is important to ‘double check’ when we are 

counting to make sure we are counting correctly.

We worked in teams to order 
numbers. Teamwork is about 
communicating and making 

sure everyone has a go!



Inquiry
Learning about the Magna Carta and Democracy in our classroom

Over the past couple of weeks we began making and creating our own classroom Magna 
Carta as we learn’t about Democracy.

Here are a few pics of us making the tea-stained Magna Carta drafts.

Reading 
This week we set our reading goals on our learning wall and 

discussed ways to achieve these goals as we Predict, Question, 
Clarify and Summarise our texts



A STEM CHALLENGE WITH A DIFFERENCE

We have been learning about the different types of governments.  In order to understand each style of 
government a little better, we participated in a STEM challenge with a difference.  There were some 

unexpected rules about who was in charge and who had to do the work. We connected this to our Civics 
and Citizenship unit and discussed the positives and negatives of each type of government. 

PARLIAMENT WEBINAR 

On Monday this week, we were lucky enough to participate in a webinar run by Parliament Victoria.  In 
this 30 minute session students learnt about the process of making a law in Victoria. 

 

I learnt that there is the lower house and there 
is the upper house. For example, if people 
want a new law, they say it to the state MP 
and then to the lower house. Next it gets 
approved into the upper house and then 
approved by the Victorian Governor. After all 
that, it’s a LAW! In the house they have 
seating for each person. The biggest being 
Labor, then Liberal which is followed by the 
Nationals and then the Greens.

I liked it overall and learned a lot.
Ruben 5/6H



RECIPROCAL READING 

Last week we focused on the role of the predictor and this week we have focused on the skill of clarifying 
in our reciprocal reading groups and during our whole class sessions.  You might like to practise these 

roles with your own book at home.

 

The Year Five students have commenced their Leadership Program and are beginning to learn about the 
qualities and dispositions of a good leader. We have learnt how we can influence others in a positive and 

negative way.  Can you think of some leaders who have had either a positive or negative influence on 
others?  Keep an eye out for these future leaders! 

Today a note came home about shrove Tuesday. Please ask your child to see the note



This week the 3/4’s have been learning what an ensemble is.

An ensemble is a group of performers who work together to create art. We have been working 
to make our class a good ensemble. Good ensembles make better performances because the 

actors within them trust each other, they can share ideas and feel supported.

As a whole class the students had to work together to create a triangle, square and a star. It 
presented some challenges that the groups had to resolve, in order to create a good ensemble.

YEAR 3/4



The Year 1/2 students are learning how to 
draw a koala. Great job Year 1/2 , your furry 
koalas are very impressive!

By Lachie  M 
Year 1/2

By Fletcher M 
Yr 1/2



DISTRICT TENNIS TRYOUTS

St. Paul’s is very pleased to announce that two of our students have 
progressed through to the Division Finals for Tennis.

DISTRICT SWIMMING TRYOUTS

St. Paul’s also has 3 students who will be attempting to make it to 
Division Level Swimming.

Gareth McLean
PE Teacher

Jessica C and Peyton B came 1st and 
2nd respectively in the Coburg District 
Tennis Trials held on Tuesday 22nd of 
February. This is the second year in a row 
that Jessica has made it to Division Tennis 
with Peyton narrowly missing out last year.

Both girls now go on to represent St. 
Paul’s in the Banyule & Inner Northern 
Metro Division Championships to be held 
mid March. 

Billy F, Sadie E and Rohan R 
represented St. Paul’s on Thursday this 
week. Congratulations to them all on their 
efforts, especially Billy French on placing 
1st in Butterfly and 2nd in Freestyle 
events. Sadie E also placed 1st in her 
Freestyle event.



IT’S ALL ABOUT THE 
FUN AND THE RUN !!!!

On Friday April 1st the P&F are hosting a 
Colour Fun Run to raise money for Stage 2 

of our playground refurbishment. 
It's going to be the BEST fun ever so 

please remember to register at                         
schoolfunrun.com.au



This week our Coding Club were back in full swing! Check 
out our Junior students enjoying coding using Scratch Jnr. 
Some of our School Leaders (and expert coders) 
volunteered their Lunch time to support the Prep students.

Coding Club is BACK!

Monday Thursday Friday

Junior Coding Club 3/4 Coding Club 5/6 Coding ClubWant to join?





INSERT


