Wellbeing & Learning For All

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER
FEBRUARY:
Monday, 21:
Year 5&6
Parliament Incursion
Prep Enrolment
Tour
Tuesday, 22:
Prep 2023
School Tour
Wednesday, 23:
Prep Rest Day
Prep 2023
School Tour
Staff CPR
Training
MARCH
Tuesday, 8
SCHOOL PHOTOS

Friday, 11
Pupil Free Day
APRIL
Friday, 1
COLOUR FUN RUN

TERM 1, WEEK 4 - FEBRUARY 18TH, 2022

DEAR PARENTS,
A message from Principal, Maria Mercuri
CALM START-GET READY FOR LEARNING.
St Paul’s is well and truly back into the routine of learning and having fun!
Our school day begins at 8:45am with gates opening at 8:30am. It is important
for children to be at school on time. The first part of the day is the most
important part of our school day. Every class has a morning routine for the first
fifteen minutes, we call this Calm Start, Get Ready for Learning. Students
prepare themselves so they are ready for the day ahead, unpacking their bags,
catching up with their friends, going through the daily timetable noting all
activities, notes and messages for the day, whilst the attendance roll is marked.
It is the busiest time of the day. This morning routine sets the children up for a
successful day of learning. Each class commences with a prayer, using their
class prayer cloth. Our core learning time of Reading, Writing, Mathematics or
Spelling begins at 9.00am. After the last two years of disrupted learning we
have rearranged the timetable this year to maximise learning time and to
ensure every child receives learning support in these core subject areas.
Thank you to all parents for your support in getting your child to school on time.
LUNCHTIME CLUBS
Our Lunch time clubs launched this week. They were a huge success. Our
children loved the opportunity to experience the various array of activities. We
are encouraging some of our students to lead the clubs - our chess club is run
by Billy and Jack. There are some great photos in this newsletter.
2023 ENROLMENTS
Enrolments for 2023 have already begun. We are able to have modified school
tours. I have had a number of family tours and prospective families are very
impressed with our school and in particular the new learning spaces. Our
children are our biggest asset and are particularly impressive, especially in the
way they greet visitors and how they talk about St Paul’s. When I ask ‘What is
the best thing about St Paul’s?’ Children articulate the many things they love at
our school including, ‘… the learning, their teachers, friends, sport, art, Italian,
performing arts, I am happy, my teachers care about me, my teacher helps
me…’ It is great to hear such positive feedback about St Paul’s from our
children and it gives prospective families a great sense of what we are all
about.
If you know any family with a child ready to begin school in 2023, please
spread the word about St Paul’s and let them know our office is currently
booking school tours.
SIBLINGS STARTING SCHOOL IN 2023
If you have a child ready to start Prep in 2023, please stop by the office and
pick up an enrolment form.

FRIDAY, 11 MARCH - PUPIL FREE DAY
NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL

ABSENT - If your child is absent
please advise the office by 9:30am on
the day of absence, via:
email
office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au
skoolbag app or
phone message: 9354 8970
If the school has not received a
notification of your child’s absence, you
will be notified via SMS or phone call.

Attendance at school is compulsory. It
is a legal requirement to record all
absences. These are recorded and
will appear on you child’s report each
semester.
Please try to avoid booking after
school activities, where possible,
which require children to leave early.
This will be recorded as an early
dismissal.

While we are limited with parents being onsite at the moment, we will eventually get back to having
parents helping in our school with Classroom Helpers and other activities. To be able to assist with
school activities parents are required to have a valid Working With Children Check [WWCC]. As part
of our commitment to child safety and the Victorian Child Safe Standards, parents assisting in school
activities require a WWCC. A WWCC card can be obtained online through the following website:
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au
MOBILE PHONES AND SMART WATCHES If your child
brings a mobile phone to school, it must be turned off
and handed to the teacher each day. The teacher will
hand it back at the end of the day. If children are
wearing smart watches, data must be turned off.
Please be mindful to speak to your child about the
importance of this.

Skoolbag App - Please remember to download the skoolbag app. This is an important
communication tool between parents and the school. If we need to send any urgent messages or
reminders to our school community, we use this platform to communicate with families. Please
make sure you have this app on your phone.
The Newsletter is published each week. Each family member receives a copy of the newsletter
via email. A copy is also uploaded to skoolbag app and the website.

Please let the office know if any of your contact details have changed.

Congratulations to the Meilak family on the birth of
their son & brother Jacob born 28th Dec. May God
bless & guide him always!

We extend our condolences to the Arena family
on the passing of their mother and nonna,
Giuseppina. Wishing them peace, strength &
comfort during this time.
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS!
Happy Birthday to Louis N (11th), Matthew S (11th), Seb C (13th), Alannah F (13th)
Georgia A (15th), Scarlett T (15th), Ramon G (16th), Christopher M (17th), & Alexander B (19th)

Friendly February 2022!
February 2022: Daily actions to help you connect with others and spread kindness.

WELLBEING
Dear Families,
As we continue to move through Term 1, our
students are now familiar with their morning
routine and the process required to transition from home to school. In establishing a routine in
the family home and in setting expectations up for your child, it is important to have
consistency and for your child to know what time they must be organised by and leave the
house. Arrival on time at school and setting themselves up for the day, allows for a calm start
and ensures that your child is ready to learn. I’d like to stress the importance of arrival at
school before the bell to support a calm start to the day.
I’d also like to share with you a very useful family friendly website, Raising Children. The
following article highlights tips and strategies that lend themselves to a stress free morning
routine. In sharing this and in establishing routine and independence at home, we are
promoting independent little people who are taking ownership of setting themselves up for
success and starting the day on the right foot.

Morning routine for school: practical tips | Raising Children Network.

‘BE RULES’ and our SOCIAL / EMOTIONAL CURRICULUM
The children at St Paul’s have spent the first 4 weeks setting up classroom routines,
understanding classroom expectations and unpacking the meaning of the ‘Be Rules.’
Together, children across all year levels are learning how to be Responsible,
Respectful, Resilient, Safe and Prepared. In the coming weeks, students will dive
deeper into their social/emotional curriculum, learning about the importance of
consistent, predictable routines, living the ‘Be Rules’ during their daily school life and
unpacking the Personal and Social capabilities outlined in the Victorian Curriculum.
Families are encouraged to reflect on
the ‘Be Rules’ within the family home
and have discussions around what
being RESPONSIBLE,
RESPECTFUL, RESILIENT, SAFE
and PREPARED looks like and feels
like in the family environment.
If your child is experiencing challenges and requires
any further support in wellbeing, please do not
hesitate to reach out and contact me for a chat
regarding further support
sstedman@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au
Stephanie Stedman | Deputy Principal & Student
Wellbeing

LUNCH TIME CLUBS
This week saw the launch of the St Paul’s lunch clubs. Each lunch time was a hype of
excitement, exploration and investigation by our children. Students took the opportunity
to immerse themselves in chess, quiet reading, board games, origami, jewellery making
and lego. Next week we will introduce choir and coding in addition to what has already
been implemented. It was such a delight to see the children enjoy themselves and have
the opportunity to show student leadership when guiding these clubs. We look forward
to seeing the creations that week 5 will bring.

Stephanie Stedman | Deputy Principal
& Student Wellbeing

Photo day is 8 March, 2022. Ordering online is ready for you to begin purchasing. Below is
the information on how to Order Photos. Photo envelopes were sent home this week. Marilena

2022 SCHOOL FEES & LEVIES STATEMENTS AND OPTIONS FORMS
2022 School Fees, Levies Statements and Fee Payment Options Forms were sent home
this week via the eldest child. Please check to make sure that you received these. If you
did not, please contact the office. Please Note: A new form needs to be filled out each
year it does not roll over from the previous year. Please return these forms as soon as
possible.

Camps, Sports and Excursions
Funds (CSEF)
To be eligible for this Fund,
parents must hold a current
Health Care Card
Or Pension Card.
If you have applied for (CSEF) in
2021, you will not need to apply
unless
there has been a change in your
family circumstances.
An application form will be
attached to the Fees and Levies
Options Forms
which has been distributed via
the children this week, or you can
pick up an
application form at the office.

Uniform Shop News
ALL SPARTAN ONLINE ORDERS HAVE BEEN DELIVERED TO SCHOOL AND WILL BE SENT
HOME WITH YOUR CHILD.

Spartan World is our uniform supplier.
All Uniform Sales are made through Spartan School World.
They have an online shop 1800 815 557
onlineorders@spartanss.com.au
or a shop front located at Spartan School World 97 Main Road, Lower Plenty, Vic 3093
Reminder that in Term 1 children will need to be in Summer Uniform.
●
●
●

All students must wear their hats when outside during term 1.
Uniforms can only be purchased via online ordering
Sport uniform can be worn on PE day. Please check with your child’s teacher for PE day.

Spartan will deliver to school for you to collect from the school office, or home delivery for $9.95
extra.
Returns of incorrect sizes can be arranged through Spartan.
www.spartanschoolworld.com.au
Call: 1800 815 557 customer service will help answer any questions.
Orders from Spartan are dispatched on Wednesday and are delivered to school on Thursday.

Need a school hat?
Can’t wait for a delivery?
Hats are now in stock at the School Office.
Send along $11.00 in an envelope with your child’s name & class
and he/she will have it by recess.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
If you would like uniform items from our the Second
office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au with the item and size.

Hand shop please email the office

Parents, a reminder to please label your child uniform items, OR you can use Spartans sensor label
Ragtagd. We have a sensor in the uniform shop cupboard. Ragtagd is a fantastic
addition to Spartan Uniforms, it only works if you have registered your mobile phone
number on the tag. When registered, you will receive a text message when your child’s
jumper is placed in the lost property cupboard.

In Year 1 and 2 this past
week we have been learning
about recounts. To make this
extra fun, the students made
houses and have written a
recount on how they built
their house. The creativity of
these houses has blown us
away.

We created
character
profiles for
our narrative
writing.

Please bring
headphones to school

We are well into the swing of things in Seniors! This week we have been
learning about predicting as a part of reciprocal reading, persuasive
writing and place value. In religion we have been learning about
community, and as part of that we have been working on our class prayer
cloths.

Reminders:
● All students need to have their own headphones/earphones at school to
use with our chromebooks.
● 5/6H and 5/6O need to bring in a jar for a Memory Jar (5/6ML already
have enough).
● Homework went home this week. It will be sent home on Wednesdays
and returned on Tuesdays.
● Thank-you to those families who have brought in a box of tissues for the
class. Please continue to bring them in if you haven't already.

This week the Juniors
have been exploring
different emotions and
using their faces and
body language to
express these
emotions.

This week was ‘Random Acts of Kindness’ week. In
Performing Arts. The year 3-6’s celebrated by role playing
different acts of kindness we can do for others. Some of
these included: Writing a thank you note, complimenting
others, telling someone they are doing a great job, helping
someone and holding the door open for others.
Congratulations to all students on their fantastic
attitude and having a go.

Fantastic Effort 2022 Preps

You can put on your
art smock all by
yourself !!

Meet our 2022
Sustainability Captains
Hello, my name is Mariana. Eva
and I will be your Sustainability
Captains for the year of 2022.
We are trying to make our school a
more sustainable place, and we
can all contribute to sustainability
in different ways. Some of these
include, throwing your rubbish in
the right bin, not stepping on the
plants or disrespecting the earth.
During this term, Eva and I will be
coming around to the classes to
find recruits for the Sustainability
team. If you have any questions
please feel free to ask us
whenever you see us around the
school or in 5/6H Miss Hine and 5/6
Miss Olivia.

Moving towards a sustainable school

What is NUDE FOOD?
Simply put.
It’s food without excessive packaging.
Usually this means food that is not
processed, often making it healthier and
more environmentally friendly.
Please support NUDE FOOD TUESDAY by
using as little packaging as possible in
your child’s lunch every TUESDAY!

MEET
OUR
CAPTAINS!

Hi, my name is Eamonn and I am one of your Mini Vinnies Captains for 2022. I would like to introduce
myself to the St Paul's community. My interests are sports, maths and drawing. More recently I have
taken up surfing. In my quieter times, I enjoy thinking and reflecting and so I believe I will be able to
create interesting ways to help our community. We are currently working on Projection Compassion. It is
a fundraiser that makes a difference to people's lives all over the world. So far, I’ve enjoyed visiting other
classes to explain the work of Caritas and their Project Compassion.
Hi, my name is Eloise and I am one of your Mini Vinnies Captains for 2022. I would like to introduce
myself to the St Paul's community. My interests are drawing, reading and Taekwondo. I am enjoying my
role as Mini Vinnies captain. Recently, I researched the work of Caritas so I could present the information
about Project Compassion to all the other classes. This is our current project, but later this term we will
be fundraising for the Royal Children’s Hospital. I really enjoy the work of Mini Vinnies. I believe that it is
important for us to understand that people can be less fortunate than us and we can make a difference in
their lives.

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, which also marks the beginning of the annual Caritas
Australia Project.
Compassion Appeal Donations to Project Compassion allows Caritas Australia, the Catholic Agency for
International Aid and Development to work with local communities around the world to end poverty,
promote justice and uphold dignity.
The theme of Project Compassion 2022 is “For All Future Generations” and reminds us that the good we
do today will extend and impact the lives of generations to come.
It
invites us to make the world a better place by working together now,
finding long-term solutions to global issues.
Every classroom has received a Project Compassion donation box.
Children may begin bringing donations in this week. Thank you.

Looking for something extra these holidays?
The ANSTO STEAM Club provides children with an
opportunity to explore scientific and engineering concepts
and apply their knowledge in creative and ingenious ways to
solve challenges.
The club operates online through Google Classroom during
the school holidays.

After registering, each child will be invited to join the ANSTO
STEAM Club Classroom to access STEAM challenges. Multiple
rounds of challenges will be held, with the first challenge being
posted this Friday!
Anyone can join, but the program is designed for children between
the ages of 8 and 13yrs. Children must obtain permission from their
parent or guardian first before joining.
The ANSTO STEAM Club is free to join! All materials used in the
STEAM Challenges are household items.
Join at
https://www.ansto.gov.au/education/primary/steam-club-online

Scholastic Book Club has been distributed to all classes.
If you are unfamiliar with Scholastic Book Club, follow this
link: Book Club - Parents | Scholastic Australia
on how to order.
Please note, all payment is online and books are delivered to school.
The deadline for all orders is TODAY, Friday, 18th February.
Thank you for supporting Book Club.
Ms Angela (Library) library@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au

TERM DATES 2022
Term 1 Commences Mon 31 Jan - Fri 8 April
Term 2 Commences Tues 26 April - Fri 24 June
Term 3 Commences Mon 11 July - Fri 16 Sept
Term 4 Commences Mon 3 Oct - end Week 3 of Dec (tba)

UPCOMING 2022
DATES & EVENTS
New events added in red
Please note dates are subject to change
You will be advised of any changes via the
Skoolbag app
TERM 1:
Wednesday, 23 February - Prep Rest Day - No School
Monday, 28 February - Preps attend full time at school
Wednesday, 2 March - Ash Wednesday
Tuesday, 8 March - School Photos
Friday, 11 March - No School - Pupil Free Day
Monday, 14 March - Labour Day Public Holiday
Monday 13 - 20 March - Catholic Education Week
Thursday, 17 March - St Patrick Feast Day
Friday, April 1 - Colour Run
Thursday, 7 April - Easter Paraliturgy
TERM 2:
Tuesday, 24 May - Year 3 Sacrament of Penance Family Night
Thursday, 9 June - Sacrament of Penance (Year 3)
Monday, 13 June - Queen’s Birthday - Public Holiday
Thursday, 23 June - St Paul’s Day Celebration & Mass
TERM 3:
Monday 22 - 26 July- Book Week (Further details to follow)
Sunday, August 14 - Year 4 Sacrament of Eucharist (tbc)
TERM 4:
Tuesday, 11 October - Year 6 Sacrament of Confirmation Family Night
Friday, 21 October - Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 6)
Tuesday, 1 November - Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday

INSERT

INSERT

