Wellbeing & Learning For All

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER
MARCH:
Monday, 14
Labour Day
Public Holiday
Tuesday, 15
Prep Tour
Wednesday, 16
Prep Tour
Get Set for Prep Sessions
Thursday, 17
Prep Tour
Whole school outdoor
assembly 3.10pm
Friday, 18
National Day of Action Against
Bullying

APRIL
Friday, 1

Accepting Prep 2023
enrolments now!
‘Get Set for Prep’
Wednesday,
16 & 23 March
Call our office
9354 8970
to book

TERM 1, WEEK 7 - MARCH 11, 2022

DEAR PARENTS,
A message from Principal, Maria Mercuri
The term is well and truly underway and our school is starting to feel ‘back to
normal’ - our children are getting back into the routine of school. Staff were
reflecting that it has been some time since we have been at school for seven
weeks continuously.
Focus on Expectations at St Paul’s
We have spent the last seven weeks setting up our school and classroom
behaviour expectations, classroom routines and understanding what ‘good
learners and good learning’ looks like. We want everyone to feel safe at school.
We have spoken about being kind and respectful to one another. Students have
written learning goals so they know what they need to work on. Our children are
regaining, what I call, their school stamina.
Focus on Learning at St Paul’s
Teachers at St Paul’s have spent time in Term 1 getting to know their students by
assessing and teaching to learning needs. As I highlighted at the beginning of the
year, all the staffing resources have been directed to literacy and numeracy
support. This has been in recognition that we have had two years of disrupted
learning, we want to make sure that there are no gaps in our children's learning.
Every student at St Paul’s has had their own teacher and other staff to support
and teach them in literacy and numeracy. Please contact your child’s teacher if
you have any questions.

COLOUR FUN RUN
To
celebrate
the
easing
of
restrictions we are holding our first
whole school community event
"Colour Fun Run". The event will be
held on Friday, 1 April from 3:45pm
– 5:45pm. I know we will have a fun
filled colourful afternoon with all
children and parents
as we
celebrate our wonderful school
community. More details can be
found on the Parents and Friends
News page of this newsletter.
Today staff had a professional learning day with a focus on looking at
consistent approaches to support wellbeing and learning. Our focus was on:
●
●
●
●
●
●

understanding the link between expectations & learning outcomes;
explicit and effective teaching;
building positive relationships;
creating safe, predictable learning environments;
a positive school and classroom climate;
social and emotional teaching/learning;

PUBLIC HOLIDAY - MONDAY 14 MARCH

We hope all families enjoy the extra long weekend

Is your
Working With Children Check
up to date?

PREP 2023 Sibling Enrolments
Do you have a child commencing Prep in 2023?
Please stop by the office and collect an enrolment form.

Happy Birthday!
Anica M 1/2A - 8th
Patrick L 34MT -12th

Prioritising
happiness
and
kindness influences how we
approach everything - including
our personal lives, families,
schools,
communities,
and
workplaces. It helps us to
consider the wellbeing of future
generations
too.
This
is
something we encourage every
day at St Paul’s, especially
during Lent where Kindness is
our focus.
Mindful March
Let’s pause, breathe and notice, so we can respond more mindfully

Planning for a safe and supportive school community
Friday 18 March 2022, is National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence (NDA). The NDA is
Australia’s key bullying prevention initiative, connecting schools and communities to find workable
solutions to prevent bullying. The theme for the 2022 NDA is Kindness Culture. The children at St Paul’s
will demonstrate Kindness Culture by hosting a school assembly promoting inclusiveness, respect and
community belonging for all students.
This assembly will be held on the grassed area at 3.10pm on Thursday 17 March.
Here, students from individual classes will share a reflection and their response to action against
bullying. The whole school will also make a pledge to stop any bullying behaviours. Whole-school
responses to bullying prevention build positive and supportive school environments by incorporating
strategies for intervention at all levels, inclusive of students, teachers, parents and carers.
Three key characteristics outlined in the national definition of bullying distinguish bullying behaviours
from other forms of peer aggression behaviours which do not constitute bullying. The key characteristics
of bullying include:
1. power imbalance
2. deliberate intent to cause harm, and
3. ongoing and repeated behaviour.
While the following behaviours of peer aggression do not constitute bullying, these behaviours may still
be serious and require intervention at home and at school:
·
·
·

arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance)
single acts of social rejection or meanness, or
isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence.

It is important for our entire school community, including our staff, parents, carers and students to have a
clear understanding of the definition of bullying to be able to distinguish these behaviours from peer
aggression, and correctly identify and respond to incidents of bullying.
We look forward to welcoming our families to join our outdoor assembly next Thursday at 3.10pm

If your child is experiencing challenges and requires any support in wellbeing,
please do not hesitate to reach out and contact me for a chat regarding
further support
sstedman@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au
Stephanie Stedman | Deputy Principal & Student Wellbeing

2022 SCHOOL FEES & LEVIES STATEMENTS AND OPTIONS FORMS
Fee and Levy Statements have all been sent out. If you have not yet received a
statement of paperwork, please contact the office. Thank you to all families who have
filled forms and made payments.
SKOOLBAG APP UPDATE
Please make sure that your SkoolBag App is always up to date. Each update is necessary
for the app to work properly and to communicate effectively between school and home.
Thank you. If you don’t already have the app downloaded it is a great way of
communication between the school and yourselves.

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE FUN
AND THE RUN !!!!

Friday, April 1st at 3:45 pm
on the grass area of our school
P&F are hosting a Colour Fun Run to
raise money for Stage 2 of our
playground refurbishment.
It's going to be the BEST fun ever so
please remember to register at
schoolfunrun.com.au

Did You Know?
Did you know that Koalas are an endangered species?
Did you know that you can donate some or all of your prize
money from the Colour Fun Run to Greenfleet?
The money will go towards planting new trees for the
koalas and restoring our forests. You can also donate
some or all of your prize money to the
Daniel Morcombe Foundation.
To find out more information visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNQgXsl-1lI
By Hugh S
Year 3/4MT

Greenfleet
is
a
leading
not-for-profit organisation and
Australia’s first carbon offset
provider, committed to protecting
our climate by restoring our
forests.
Greenfleet has been planting trees
to create sustainable, protected
habitat for koalas and other
threatened wildlife for 25 years.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
ISSUE 2
Book Club Issue 2 has been distributed to all students.
All orders are to be placed online via LOOP and paid by
credit card.
Go to www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP and follow the
prompts.
All orders must be completed online by
FRIDAY 18TH MARCH.

HOW TO ORDER ONLINE WITH SCHOLASTIC

$5 DISCOUNT VOUCHER

Scholastic will be emailing LOOP
customers a $5 Early Bird voucher
which can be used on orders
placed before midnight, Friday 11th
of March.
To be eligible for this voucher, your
order must be over $25

Thank you for supporting
Scholastic Book Club
Ms Angela, Library

Looking for something extra these holidays?
The ANSTO STEAM Club provides children with an
opportunity to explore scientific and engineering concepts
and apply their knowledge in creative and ingenious ways to
solve challenges.
The club operates online through Google Classroom during
the school holidays.

After registering, each child will be invited to join the ANSTO
STEAM Club Classroom to access STEAM challenges. Multiple
rounds of challenges will be held with the first challenge will be
posted this Friday!
Anyone can join, but the program is designed for children between
the ages of 8 and 13yrs. Children must obtain permission from
their parent or guardian first before joining.
The ANSTO STEAM Club is free to join! All materials used in the
STEAM Challenges are household items.
Join at
https://www.ansto.gov.au/education/primary/steam-club-online

Moreland Early Years Management is a not-for-profit Early Years Management
organisation that is responsible for the operational management of six
kindergartens in the City of Moreland.
Our services provide three-year-old and four-year-old funded kindergarten
programs to the local community.
MEYM is governed by a Board of Management made up of highly skilled
individuals from diverse backgrounds. Many of our early years staff have
worked in Moreland for most of their careers and have a strong and enduring
connection with families, services and schools in the area.
MEYM is committed to providing exemplary early years programs that are
delivered by skilled early years professionals to children and families in the
Moreland municipality.
Our Vision states that “MEYM is a thriving, diverse organisation where
innovative educators deliver the best kindergarten programs and children and
families are at the centre of everything we do”.
As all our Kindergartens are part of the Central Enrolment system for Moreland
Council please visit the Council website initially to register your child for
kindergarten. For more information or to enrol your child please visit the MEYM
website at www.meym.org.au or email our Enrolments Officer at
enrolments@meym.org.au

INSERT

INSERT

INSERT

THE PAULINE AND OLIVERIAN COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
A message from Father James
2nd Sunday of Lent, Year C

13 March 2022
SACRED SPACE

WE ARE FACED in today’s readings with a paradox of our Christian faith – we belong here and we do not
belong here. It is in this world and through this world that we are to find our God. Yet, this is not our
permanent home; we are pilgrims on a journey to a more permanent dwelling place, a place of total union with
our God of Truth and Love. That is the goal of living and we need to keep it constantly before our eyes. It is so
easy to get obsessed with things on the way: our career, our financial security, the education of our children,
the house we want in some desirable area… These are mere stepping stones to a life beyond. We must not,
like Lot’s wife, look back nostalgically at the past and become petrified into stone. Life, as one writer put it, is
like watching a movie in a cinema. One cannot cry out: “Stop! I want to stay in this scene!” No, the movie
goes on. And life goes on. And it is important to know where it is headed.
Both the First Reading and the Gospel speak of striking interventions by God in people’s lives.
Our transfiguration
We need to consider how these Lenten readings are to touch our own lives. The key linking the First Reading
and the Gospel is the passage from the Letter to the Philippians in the Second Reading.
The transformation or transfiguration of Jesus that the disciples experienced was not simply something they
were to see and experience as happening to him alone. It was also an invitation for them to undergo a
transformation and transfiguration of their own.
Paul says in today’s reading, “For us, our homeland is in heaven”, that is, the goal and destination of our life is
to be one with God. There is no other goal. “And from heaven [i.e. from God] comes the Saviour we are
waiting for, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure these wretched bodies of ours into copies of his
glorious body. He will do that by the same power with which he can subdue the whole universe”.
How is that transformation or transfiguration to take place? By listening to Jesus, listening to all that he invites
us to be and to do, however much it may seem to go against the conventions we were brought up on. It means
especially listening to those words which caused such difficulty for Peter and his companions and integrating
them into my own vision of life. It means having a total trust in walking his Way, a total trust that only his Way
brings me into full union with God, the source of all Truth, Love, Happiness and Peace.

Way of the Cross during Lent
St Paul’s: Each Friday 7.00pm
What makes a good fast during Lent
“Fasting makes sense if it questions our security, and if it also leads to some benefit for others, if it helps us to
cultivate the style of the Good Samaritan, who bends down to his brother in need and takes care of him.
Fasting involves choosing a sober lifestyle; a way of life that does not waste, a way of life that does not “throw
away”. Fasting helps us to attune our hearts to the essential and to sharing.”
Pope Francis

