Wellbeing & Learning For All

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER

TERM 1, WEEK 8 - MARCH 18, 2022

DEAR PARENTS,
A message from Principal, Maria Mercuri
Catholic Education Week
13–20 March 2022

MARCH
Monday, 21:
Harmony Day
Tuesday, 22:
Icy pole Fundraiser
For Ukraine
Wednesday, 23:
St Paul’s Audit
APRIL
Friday, 1

This week, all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of
Melbourne celebrate Catholic Education Week 2022. The
theme for Catholic Education Week 2022 is ‘The Way of the
Gospel’. This annual event is held to promote the special
ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the great things
that take place in Catholic schools every day. There are 335
Catholic primary and secondary schools across Melbourne,
enrolling more than 150,000 students and employing
approximately 17,000 staff. Catholic schools provide a
high-quality education in a faith-centred environment. St
Paul’s is a shining example of a great catholic school in
Melbourne.

St Patrick’s Day

Accepting Prep 2023
enrolments now!
LAST
‘Get Set for Prep’
Session!
Wednesday,
23 March @ 12pm
Call our office
9354 8970
to book!

Catholic Education week is always
held to coincide with St Patrick's
day. St Patrick is known as one of
the most influential missionaries in
the Church’s history. He was sent
to Ireland and become a bishop. A
man of deep faith, Patrick spread
the Word of Jesus. He worked
night and day to share his faith
with the people of Ireland.

St Paul’s School Logo
We have updated our school logo to
give it a contemporary look. Our
new logo is a visible symbol that
we are a Catholic school. It
incorporates our faith symbols of
the wreath and the cross, the visible
symbol of our faith shining outward.
We will begin to use our updated
logo in the coming weeks.

RETAKE PHOTO DAY - THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2022
There will be an opportunity for students who were absent on Photo day to take a
portrait photo. We will send home a separate letter with instructions next week.
At St Paul’s we encourage our children to be active citizens and take action and
contribute to making a better world. Our student leaders have been busy this week with a
number of initiatives. On Thursday, our whole school took a pledge against bullying. We
have two other initiatives our students are leading:
FUNDRAISER FOR
THE
PEOPLE OF UKRAINE

Do you have old
runners you want
to get rid off? St
Paul’s Sustainability
group have joined
with Tread Lightly
to take your old
(smelly
runners)
and recycle them.
More details in this
newsletter.

We will eventually be able to have parents
helping in the classrooms.
Emilie Owen, Literacy Leader, will be running
Classroom Helpers Training.
This will be online on:
Thursday March 24 - 9.30 am &
Thursday March 31st - 11.00 am

Our Mini Vinnies, Social
justice
group,
are
organising a fundraiser
for the people of Ukraine.
Please send along a gold
coin donation for an icy
pole next Tuesday, 22
April

More information to come

PREP 2023 Sibling Enrolments
Do you have a child commencing
Prep in 2023?
Please stop by the office and collect an enrolment form.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS!
Fletcher M - 18th
Shivans A, Santiago C, Arion T - 19th
Mia H, Jason W - 20th
Amela DL - 21st
Miss Danielle D - 23rd
Emilia G - 25th
Anton M - 27th

Prioritising happiness and kindness
influences
how
we
approach
everything - including our personal
lives, families, schools, communities,
and workplaces. It helps us to
consider the wellbeing of future
generations too. This is something we
encourage every day at St Paul’s,
especially during Lent where Kindness
is our focus.

Mindful March
Let’s pause, breathe and notice, so we can respond more mindfully

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND VIOLENCE
On Thursday 17 March the St Paul’s community came together to take a stand and
action against bullying and violence. Led by our school captains and leaders, the
children shared the message that ‘Bullying is Never OK.’
Each class explained the various ways that they can demonstrate a culture of kindness.
It was a powerful moment when the community gathered to witness the children take a
pledge against bullying.

2022 SCHOOL FEES & LEVIES STATEMENTS AND OPTIONS FORMS
Fee and Levy Statements have all been sent out. If you have not returned your paperwork
please return as soon as possible or contact the office. Thank you to all families who have
filled forms and made payments.
SKOOLBAG APP UPDATE - an important communication app between school and parents
Please make sure that your SkoolBag App is always up to date. Each update is necessary
for the app to work properly and to communicate effectively between school and home.

ONLY 2 WEEKS TO GO UNTIL THE
COLOUR FUN RUN !!

!!

On Friday, April 1st at 3:45 pm
on the grass area of our school,
the P&F
are hosting a Colour Fun Run to raise
money for Stage 2 of our playground
refurbishment.
It's going to be the BEST fun ever so
please remember to register at

schoolfunrun.com.au

This week in Prep we have continued learning in our focus teaching groups.
We made letters and words with playdough, practised our s,a,t,p,i,n sounds,
identified and created rhyming words and made up stories using picture
books. We are having so much fun learning at St Paul’s!

During the week our social/emotional learning was focused on the National Day of
Action against Bullying and Violence. We learnt about what a bully does and ways to
solve a problem when somebody is treating us in a way that we don’t like.

We can use our words to
say ‘Stop, I don’t like it!’

We can walk away.

We can ask an adult for help.

How can we solve problems?

We can can ignore the
behaviour or the person.

1.

Think about what the problem is. Think about how
this makes you feel.

2.

Think of how to solve the problem.

3.

Find the best way to solve the problem.

4.

Reflection: Was the solution successful? Did it
work?

WE HAVE BEEN
EXPLORING 2D
& 3D SHAPES
USING A
VARIETY OF
MATERIALS AND
TECHNOLOGY.

What
shapes
can
you
see?

This year the theme for the National Day of Action Against Bullying is
“KINDNESS”.
In 1/2 we focussed on how we can show kindness to others, include others in
our games and activities, and make them feel welcome. We explored this
through stories, songs, craft and role plays. Yesterday, we had a whole school
assembly where we shared what we had been learning about.

“Llama Llama & the Bully Goat” by Anna Dewdney
Looking for something to share with your children at
home? This story is a great one to promote a family
discussion around being kind and unkind. Check it
out on youtube! Here’s the link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3G81OF828s

Our Inquiry unit this term is called
Cool Communities Contribute Cooperatively.
We are learning about how people contribute to
different community groups.
We would love to hear from any parents and carers
in our community that are involved in other
community groups e.g. sporting clubs, dance
groups, Scouts, church groups, 4WD drive clubs…
We would love to hear about how you contribute to
your club.
If you are interested in sharing your experience
please talk to one of the
Grade 3/4 teachers at the end of the day
or
send an email to the office and we will be in contact!
office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au
Log in to

To find:
Homework,
Spelling Lists,
Extra Information!

In 5/6, we wrote our own Bully Free pledge
for the National Day of Action Against
Bullying and Violence!! Check them out!

At St Paul’s, I will not be a
bystander or a bully but be an
upstander by reporting to
someone I trust when bullying
is happening. I will be kind to
people whenever I can. I will
not be a bully at
St Paul’s and not be in trouble
for hurting people.
- Rick

Will take a stand against
bullying
By not supporting people who
bully
With my friends
On days I see bullying
To become an upstander
- Jessica

I will not be a bully outside
By being an upstander
With my friends
Everyday
To reduce
Bullying
- Rianna

At St.Pauls I will be an upstander by reporting things that are hurtful,
mentaly or physically. I will do this with my friends whenever I am able
to. By doing this we will make kids feel safer and happier.
- Ruben

Saint Paul’s School Pledge
Saint Pauls will not be bullies
and will not be bystanders by
treating everyone with equal
amounts of respect with all
students taking part every
single day of the school year
to achieve a BULLY FREE
school!!
- Eamonn
BULLY NO WAY
I will not be a bully by being an
upstander with my friends on
the playground to STOP
bullying at St Pauls.
-Mariana c

St Pauls will not tolerate
bullies and neither will I.
I will make a pledge to not
be a bystander, and to
become an upstander.
If you see someone bullying
go stand up for them,
because
you
could
encourage other people to
not be a bystander and
become an upstander. This
will make a positive impact,
not just on you but the
whole
community/school.
We’ll see you next time, bye
for now.
- Panos

I WILL be an
upstander
BY standing up to
bullies
WITH my friends
ON any day of the
week
To make sure that no
one bullies any one!
- Jacob

I commit to not be a bully by
being an upstander, not a
bystander.
To help people that are being
bullied and to not be a bully
myself.
- Liam

I will prevent bullying by being
an upstander. I will do this by
making sure no one is getting
bullied. I am going to prevent
bullying with my friends at the
playground. So then bullying
can no longer be a thing and the
world can be a better place.
- Kristian

I will stand against the
tyranny and disgrace of
bullying by getting
everyone to stand with
me and prevent the
madness! I will do this
with everyone who's
willing to use up their
snack time to save the
sadness of a child. I will
achieve this on any day
someone is being
bullied.
- Matthew

St Paul’s Pledge
BULLYING NO
WAY!!!!
Will not be a bully
By being a upstander
With my friends
On the playground
To help others
- Azaria

Preps are learning to introduce themselves
using everyday language such as
‘Buongiorno’,
‘Ciao’ and ‘eccomi’. Our Italian
CIAO……Eccomi
mascots, ‘Peppino’ and ‘Tonia’ have enjoyed
listening to the children using their Italian
greetings.

The 1/2s are learning to have simple
conversations using everyday
CIAO……Eccomi
language such as ‘Buongiorno’, ‘Ciao’,
‘come stai?’ sto bane/male and
‘arrivederci’. They have enjoyed talking
about their family members and
labelling them in Italian.

The 3/4s are learning to extend on
simple conversations through games
CIAO……Eccomi
and high frequency vocabulary.

The 5/6s have enjoyed word quizzes
to reinforce their recognition and
pronunciation of high frequency
language.

JUNIORS
Each group was given a picture card showing either a caring or uncaring scenario.
Students worked in groups to create a short role play to perform to the class. This
created lots of discussion about caring and unkind acts.

YEAR 3-6
Students worked in groups to act out a bullying scenario. They read the provided scene
description, allocated a character role to each member of the group and acted out the
scene. Using the Resilience Toolkit they decided on the best way to deal with the situation
and performed in front of the class.

Marvellous Matisse

The Senior students have been exploring the “Fauve” artist
Henri Matisse .
The students created collages using brightly coloured paper to
cut out organic shapes . Our collages were inspired by Matisse’s
paper cuts . Well done Seniors!

PLEASE SUPPORT MINI VINNIES AS THEY
SUPPORT THE PEOPLE OF THE UKRAINE,
BY HOLDING AN ICY POLE FUNDRAISER
ON TUESDAY 22 APRIL

Lunchtime Coding Clubs
Monday

Thursday

Friday

Juniors

Grades 3 & 4

Grades 5 & 6

This week in Coding Club our
Juniors worked with some of our
school robotics equipment. They
investigated the different ways they
could control the BeeBots and
maneuver them around different
obstacles. It was challenging
ensuring that they didn’t crash into
each other!
Our Senior Coding Club began
exploring networks, which is the
theme of Stem.org.au’s ‘Video
Game Challenge’ this year.
“We are now all connected by the
internet, like neurons in a giant brain.”
Stephen Hawking

Books About Bullying & KIndness
As this week’s focus has been on the National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence,
books are a great way to to start and support the conversation about a diﬃcult topic. Listed
below are just some of the many titles we have in our school library. I have included titles about
Kindness as this our school focus. Please feel welcome to contact me if you need any book
recommendations.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
ISSUE 2
Book Club Issue 2 has been distributed to all
students.
All orders are to be placed online via LOOP and
paid by credit card.
Go to www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP and follow
the prompts.

Issue 2

All orders must be completed online by
FRIDAY 18TH MARCH.
Thank you for supporting Scholastic Book Club
Ms Angela, Library - library@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au

Friday, 18th March

TERM DATES 2022
Term 1 Commences Mon 31 Jan - Fri 8 April
Term 2 Commences Tues 26 April - Fri 24 June
Term 3 Commences Mon 11 July - Fri 16 Sept
Term 4 Commences Mon 3 Oct - end Week 3 of Dec (tba)

UPCOMING 2022
DATES & EVENTS
New events added in red
Please note dates are subject to change
You will be advised of any changes via the
Skoolbag app
TERM 1:
Wednesday, 23 February - Prep Rest Day - No School
Monday, 28 February - Preps attend full time at school
Wednesday, 2 March - Ash Wednesday
Tuesday, 8 March - School Photos
Friday, 11 March - No School - Pupil Free Day
Monday, 14 March - Labour Day Public Holiday
Monday 13 - 20 March - Catholic Education Week
Thursday, 17 March - St Patrick Feast Day
Monday 21 - Harmony Day
Tuesday 22 - Icy pole Fundraiser For Ukraine
Friday, April 1 - Colour Run
Thursday, 7 April - Easter Paraliturgy
Friday, 8 April - Last Day of Term, 1.00pm finish
Monday, 25 April - ANZAC DAY - PUBLIC HOLIDAY

TERM 2:
Tuesday, 26 April - Term 2 commences
Tuesday, 24 May - Year 3 Sacrament of Penance Family Night
Thursday, 9 June - Sacrament of Penance (Year 3)
Monday, 13 June - Queen’s Birthday - Public Holiday
Thursday, 23 June - St Paul’s Day Celebration & Mass

TERM 3:
Sunday, August 14 - Year 4 Sacrament of Eucharist (tbc)
Monday 20 - 26 August Book Week (Further details to follow)

TERM 4:
Tuesday, 11 October - Year 6 Sacrament of Confirmation Family Night
Friday, 21 October - Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 6)
Tuesday, 1 November - Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday

INSERT

INSERT

INSERT

It’s always lovely to hear about past students of St Paul’s primary school.
The majority of the above U16 girls all attended our school and are still playing
basketball together in the St Paul’s Basketball Club.
Congratulations to the Warriors - Under 16 girls Div 3, who will be playing the
semi finals in 2 weeks.
Seven of the nine girls in the team are St. Paul’s girls.
Some of the girls have been playing together for around 4+ years - that’s community!

THE PAULINE AND OLIVERIAN COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
A message from Father James
3rd Sunday of Lent, Year C

20 March 2022
SACRED SPACE

Today’s readings are asking us to take a good look at ourselves. We are like that tree that Jesus
speaks of in the parable in today’s Gospel. It is alive but it bears no fruit. It should be cut down. The
man responsible for the tree asks the owner to give it one more year. If after that, there is no fruit, it
should be cut down.
Every Lenten season is our chance to fertilise our tree and to see how it can be more fruitful. For
some reading this, it may indeed be their last year, their last Lent to take care of their tree.
I am being called not merely to survive personally as a Christian, to “hang in there” (just staying out of
sin and being in the “state of grace”). I am being called to grow continually in being a truly loving
person, loving God and loving all those around me.
To take a few examples:
For instance, what kind of influence am I within my family circle?
In work, how do I relate with my colleagues and is my presence a positive element in our workplace?
What is my attitude towards strangers, that is, people I do not know and who are not “useful” to me?
What kind of contribution (apart from giving money and being physically present in church) do I make
to the life of the Christian community in that part of the world where I live?
In general, what kind of contribution could I be said to be making in my society or do I expect society
to satisfy only my needs and those of my immediate family
On the one hand, I need to realise that God always and everywhere loves me. But that love is only
fully completed in me when I become a genuinely loving and caring person, one who loves both God
and others in word and action.

Way of the Cross during Lent
St Paul’s:
Each Friday 7.00pm
Confessions before Holy Week 2022
St Pauls:
Friday, 8 April 10.45 - 11.30
Saturday, 9 April 7.15pm

