Wellbeing & Learning For All

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER

MARCH
Monday, 28
Harmony Day
Assembly
3.10pm
(Parents welcome!)
Wednesday, 30
School Tours
Prep 2023
Thursday, 31
Whole School
Italian Spectacular
Spettacolo Production

APRIL
Friday, 1
COLOUR FUN RUN
3:45 - 5:45 pm
Friday, 8
Last day of Term 1
1:00pm Finish

TERM 1, WEEK 9 - MARCH 25, 2022

A message from Principal, Maria Mercuri
You never know what is going to happen at the end of the day at St Paul’s. What a
HAPPY feeling we had at the end of the day yesterday as we watched our Year 3/4
children and their teachers showing their moves in a surprise Flash Mob. We are
finding small ways to connect back with our parent community. We have more to
come, on Monday we will share our Harmony Day outdoor assembly, at 3:10pm in the
yard (grassed area).

Building works … It’s not over yet!

We have had a rest from construction for one term, but there are a few more areas
to be upgraded. During the holidays we will begin works on a bike shed, new
playground and building a sandpit. Money raised from the Colour Fun Run will be
directed towards these projects. We are also painting the outside of the building, to
blend the old with the new. During this time the roof of the former bluestone
restaurant will be under repair, scaffolding will be erected in the area around the
school entrance/exit. While most of the works will hopefully be completed during the
holiday break, there will be some works still continuing in the first few weeks of term
2. We will make all the necessary safety arrangements to keep everyone safe.

Bike ShedWe have lots of children riding to school each
day and we want to encourage more riders.
We had a covered bike shed before the
peppercorn courtyard was converted to a play
area. On some days we have as many as 15
bikes and 10 scooters.
I have been in talks with our builder about a suitable location for a new bike shed,
without taking any playspace from the children. We will convert part of the sport
shed to house our bikes. These works will take place during the holidays.

Sandpit & Playground
Our playground will have an exciting transformation, a new playground and a
sandpit with a decking area. The big shipping containers are going. This is to
create more space. This will be a great space for our children to dig, build,
swing and hang.

Accepting
Prep 2023
Enrolments Now!
Call our office to
book a school tour!

Last Day of Term | Friday 8 April -1pm finish

Congratulations to Jessica and Peyton for participating in the
Division Tennis Championships. They placed second and
third…we are very proud of their efforts.

Colour Fun Run - We are all set for our Colour Fun Run on
Friday 1 April from 3:45-5:45 pm. We will be sending home
information next week regarding this event, outlining all our COVID
safe protocols

.

Thank you to all families who dropped off their old or
unwanted sport shoes for a very worthy cause.
Your old “runners” will now be given a new life as
flooring for gyms and playgrounds.
Thank you to Shaun
Bajada for inviting us to
participate in this Sustainability initiative.

RETAKE PHOTO DAY - THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2022
There will be an opportunity for students who were absent on Photo day to take a portrait
photo. We will send home a separate letter with instructions next week.
We will eventually be able to have parents helping in the
classrooms.
Emilie Owen, Literacy Leader, will be running Classroom
Helpers Training.
This will be online on: Thursday March 31st 9:30-10:30

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
MARCH:
Isaac K - 28th
Yashi W - 30th
Scarlett J - 31st
APRIL:
Vivian W - 1st
Emma H - 2nd
Harrison P - 2nd
Summer Z - 3rd

Prioritising happiness and kindness
influences
how
we
approach
everything - including our personal
lives, families, schools, communities,
and workplaces. It helps us to
consider the wellbeing of future
generations too. This is something we
encourage every day at St Paul’s,
especially during Lent where Kindness
is our focus.

Mindful March
Let’s pause, breathe and notice, so we can respond more mindfully

HARMONY WEEK
This week the children at St Paul’s have communicated the importance of cultural diversity, encouraging
values, promoting participation and establishing fun ways to learn. More explicitly, during their lessons
the children have explored the following:
●
●
●
●

What is diversity?
What are some of the ways that people can be different from each other?
What things make us the same?
What does harmony mean and what are some examples of harmony in nature and in the world?

In acknowledgement of Harmony Week and the cultural diversity at St Paul’s, all the children wore a
splash of orange on Tuesday. Our St Paul’s community demonstrated pride and shared the message
that ‘Everyone Belongs.’

Everyone
Belongs

Uniform Shop News
Spartan World is our uniform supplier. www.spartanschoolworld.com.au
All Uniform Sales are made through Spartan School World.
They have an online shop 1800 815 557
onlineorders@spartanss.com.au
or a shop front located at Spartan School World 97 Main Road, Lower Plenty, Vic 3093
Spartan will deliver to school for you to collect from the school office, or home delivery for $9.95 extra.
Returns of incorrect sizes can be arranged through Spartan.
Orders from Spartan are dispatched on Wednesday and are delivered to school on Thursday.
SCHOOL HAT
Hats are in stock at the School Office.
Send $11.00 in an envelope with your child’s name & class.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
If you would like uniform items from our the Second Hand shop please email the office with the item and size.
office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au
LABEL UNIFORM ITEMS
Parents, a reminder to please label your child uniform items, OR you can use Spartans sensor label Ragtagd. We
have a sensor in the uniform shop cupboard. Ragtagd is a fantastic addition to Spartan Uniforms, it only works if
you have registered your mobile phone number on the tag. When registered, you will receive a text message
when your child’s jumper is placed in the lost property cupboard.

REMINDER!
TERM 2 is WINTER UNIFORM CHANGEOVER!

SKOOLBAG APP UPDATE
Please make sure that your SkoolBag App is always up to date. Each update is necessary
for the app to work properly and to communicate effectively between school and home.
Thank you.

This week in Prep we have been learning about
length and measurement. We discussed different
ways to compare the length of objects and used
these strategies to order ourselves from shortest to
tallest. We also learnt how to measure with informal
units such as blocks and counters. Have a look at
some of our learning!

This week was Harmony Week. In Prep, we learnt about the different cultures in
our class. We made a chain of ourselves to show that we all belong. We also
listened to music and drew how it made us feel. We liked all the music so much
that we couldn’t pick our favourite!

In literacy, some grade 1/2s
have been learning about
rhyming words and word
families!

The Year 1/2 students have the
opportunity to borrow from the library
once a week on the following days:
- 1/2A: Monday
- 1/2PR: Thursday
- 1/2M: Friday
Please remember to bring your library
bag on these days if you wish to
borrow.

Please send headphones to
school with your child.
We use them for reading and
maths. We will also need them
for NAPLAN.

Our Inquiry unit this term is called
Cool Communities Contribute Cooperatively.
We are learning about how people contribute to different
community groups.
We would love to hear from ANYONE in our community that
is involved in a community group e.g. sporting clubs, dance
groups, Scouts, church groups, 4WD drive clubs…
We would love to hear about how you contribute to your
group.
Please fill in this quick SURVEY !

The students of 5/6O
come from 14 different
cultural backgrounds

The students of 5/6H come
from 23 different cultural
backgrounds

The students of 5/6ML come
from 14 different cultural
backgrounds

Australian, British, Greek, Irish, Italian, Lebanese, Canadian, Maltese , Polish, Slovenian, Chinese, Filipino,
Nepalese, Bhutanese, Malaysian, Indonesian, American, Russian, Vietnamese, Indian, Colombian , Scottish,
Egyptian, Nigerian, Cypriot, Croatian, Turkish, German, New Zealand, French, Ukrainian, Syrian,
Danish, Albanian, Hong Kong

Sustainability team

In the Sustainability team,
we are unscrewing table
tops and separating them
from the legs to be
recycled! The Sustainability
team is working towards
making St Pauls a more
Sustainable school!
By Mariana and Eva, your
Sustainability Captains!

If anyone would like FREE tables or table tops, please send
an e-mail to the office with the subject heading as ‘Polly
Hine’ with what you would like so we can organise for you
to pick them up. Desks are 63cm high and table tops are
59x117.5cm.
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Alessio
shared
with us the
singing
bear.
The Preps
had lots of
belly
laughs
when the
song was
explained
to them!!!

Students revisited Italian greetings and introduced
themselves to Oscar Orsetto.

Italian Incursion Prep to Six

PRESENTING

Spectacular Spettacolo is an interactive theatre
show, specialising in learning Italian in a fun and
entertaining way.
Next Thursday, the children from Prep to Grade
Six will be part of the “Spectacular Spettacolo
Performance”, which promises to be fun and
interactive, with plenty of singing and dancing.

Students have been enjoying Lacrosse lessons during PE this term. Please find details
of Brunswick Lacrosse Club, for those who have expressed interest.

ONLY 1 WEEK TO GO UNTIL THE
COLOUR FUN RUN !!
ALL children who are
participating in the
Colour Fun Run need
to be registered.
Please remember to do
this by
Monday 28th March

schoolfunrun.com.au

On Friday, April 1st at 3:45 pm
on the grass area of our school,
the P&F
are hosting a Colour Fun Run to raise
money for Stage 2 of our playground
refurbishment.
It's going to be the BEST fun ever !!!

Today, the Year 3 & 4 students enjoyed spending time with Father James & Brother
Tom as part of Father James’ regular Friday classroom visits. Father spoke about
prayer and Reconciliation (which the Year 3 students will be making next term). He
also blessed the classroom prayer cloths and prayed with us. We enjoyed listening to
Father James and thank him for his guidance.

YEAR 3 & 4 CLASS ROOM VISIT WITH FATHER JAMES

Caritas Australia I Ukraine Crisis Appeal
Thank you for supporting our Mini Vinnies fundraiser for Ukraine. Our school raised over $309
Let’s continue to keep Ukraine in our prayers. Please take some time today to join with Pope Francis
and the whole church in praying for peace throughout the world - and in particular for the people of
Ukraine and Russia.

Radical Robotics!
Our junior coders experimented with entering
algorithms for our Bluebots using different input
devices. The BlueBots eyes turned blue when the
input devices connected via bluetooth.

Input Device: a piece of hardware that connects to
a robot (or computer)
Algorithm: a set of instructions for a robot (or
computer) to follow
We used TacTile keyboards, which help show the code entered and support
beginner coders to debug and troubleshoot their code. We also used an app on the
iPads which allowed us to give more complex instructions.

Students quickly discovered how confusing
connecting via bluetooth can be with multiple
devices so we began naming each BlueBot. So
far we have; Blue, Bluey, Bot and Saint.
Naming our robots helps us to connect to the
correct device so that our algorithm moves the
robot to the correct location.
We will be naming
the rest of our Bluebots in our next
session. If you have some great
name ideas, come along to
any Coding Club!
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