Wellbeing & Learning For All

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER
MAY:
Tuesday, 31st
Nude Food Day

JUNE:
Wednesday, 1st:

Division Cross
Country Championships
Friday, 3rd
Classroom Cuisine
lunch orders
Author visit,
Mary Anastasiou
Year 1/2

THURSDAY, 23 JUNE
PARENT TEACHER
LEARNING
CONVERSATIONS
1PM FINISH

FRIDAY, 24 JUNE
PUPIL FREE DAY
NO CHILDREN AT
SCHOOL

TERM 2, WEEK 5 - MAY 27, 2022

A message from Principal, Maria Mercuri
DEAR PARENTS,
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) this year commences on the 26 May to
June 3rd. The theme for this year is Be Brave. Make Change. NRW is a time for
our children and all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and
achievements. In the week ahead, we will explore how each of us can contribute
to achieving reconciliation in Australia. At St Paul’s our students will work together
to explore Be Brave and Make Change to deepen their understanding of our First
Nations peoples.

Prayer
Holy Father, God of Love,
Teach us to respect all cultures.
Teach us to care for our land and waters.
Help us to share justly the resources of this land.
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change
to improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities,
especially the disadvantaged.
Help young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit.
May your power and love be the foundations
on which we build our families, our communities and our nation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

STEM time at Newlands Kindergarten.
On Wednesday our Cool Coding Kids
walked to Newlands Kindergarten to show
the four year old kinder kids how to code
our BeeBot robots.
This was a great opportunity for our
students to show the kindergarten students
how to program the robots to movie and
taught them the language of position. They
even learnt about 90 degree angles! For
some of our students it was great for them
to return to their kindergarten and see Miss
Rita again.

Parent Teacher Learning Conversations:
Teachers are currently assessing students and writing Semester one reports. We will be having Parent/Teacher
meetings on Thursday 23rd June, these will be onsite. On this day school will finish at 1pm. We will send out
booking information in the coming weeks.

School Closure Day
Our one school closure day for our annual staff spirituality day will be on Friday 24 June. This is the last day of the
term before the June holidays.

Prep Morning Tea
On Thursday our Prep parents caught up for a coffee and a
chat. It was wonderful to see so many parents there sharing
stories and getting to know each other. Thank you to Jane Z
(Lucas mother) )and Miss Donna for organising this get
together.

National Simultaneous Storytime is held annually by the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA).
The year’s picture book Family Tree written by Josh Pyke and illustrated by Ronojoyan Ghosh, was read
simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, familyhomes, bookshops and many other
places around the country by over 1 million children. Family Tree explores the themes of family and community.
We enjoy participating in this annual event. Our classes read the story as part of the literacy session and our Preps
walked to the Coburg Library to celebrate NSS.This fun event aims to promote the value of reading and literacy.

Amelia C ,
Anthony F,
Charlie F - 25th
Dumebi I,
Emiliana S - 29th

National Sorry Day and Reconciliation Week
Dear Families,
National Sorry Day is a special day that occurs in Australia on 26
May every year. It is a day of remembrance and commemoration
held to highlight the impact of past policies of forcible removal on
the Stolen Generations, their families, and their communities.

Yesterday, the St Paul’s children took the opportunity to reflect upon the mistakes of the past and learn
more about what the current issues facing Indigenous Australians are. They came together in
solidarity to show their commitment towards reconciliation.

WELLBEING and ONLINE SAFETY
As we move into the winter months, children will tend to spend a little more time indoors in the comfort
and warmth of their own home. During this time, they may choose to play games online with their
friends. Playing games online can be great for socialising and an outlet for a child’s imagination. There
can also be some downsides. The eSafety Commissioner continues to provide families with useful
webinars and resources to keep their children safe online. I encourage all parents to help their
children enjoy the fun of gaming safely. The Safer online gaming webinar is currently on offer to
parents and carers to learn about popular games and pick up strategies for managing the risks.
Please take the time to register using the link provided and use these important safety tips to support
your children. A reminder also that next week, Tuesday 31 May, there will be a final webinar on how to
set up devices and apps to help keep young people safe online. To access this, please also use the
above link.

Parents | eSafety Commissioner

If your child is experiencing challenges and
requires any support in wellbeing, please do
not hesitate to reach out and contact me for a
chat
regarding
further
support
sstedman@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au
Stephanie Stedman | Deputy Principal &
Student Wellbeing

Health Care Card
Camp Sport & Excursion Fund applications.
If you haven’t already done so or If your circumstances have changed recently and you
have a current Health Care Card, please come to oﬃce and ﬁll out an application for
CSEF.

The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports
and/or excursion expenses for the beneﬁt of the eligible student.
The closing date for Camps Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) applications is
20 June 2022.

Student Absence
If your child is absent please advise the office by 9:30am on the day of absence, via:
1.
email office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au
2.
skoolbag app or
3.
phone message: 9354 8970 Press 1
If the school has not received a notification of your child’s absence, you will be notified via SMS or phone
call. It is mandatory for all absences to be recorded.

Late Arrival
The gates close at 9.00am. Any child arriving after this time will need to be signed in via the iPad.

Early Dismissal
Please come into the office to collect and sign out your child via the iPad. (This is back in place).

This week in Prep we learnt about National Sorry Day. We explored how
the Abotigional people must have felt and why it is so important for us to
celebrate this special day. We made purple native hibiscus flowers to
remind us of strength and healing.
We also went on our first excursion to Coburg Library! Thank you Mrs
Angela for organising this special trip and to our parent helpers for getting
us there safely. We had the best time!

This week Miss Alex’s maths class have been learning
about fractions.
Students participated in hands on activities to develop
their understanding of fractions such as halves and
quarters.

Students explored with a range
of fractions to develop the
concepts of ‘part’ and ‘whole’.

Tina and Louis
worked hard to
make sure each
fraction was the
same size.

Emily made 1
whole square
using 1 half and
2 quarters.

In Religious Education this term we have been learning about forgiving others and being
forgiven. We have explored the parables of the Prodigal Son and Zacchaeus.
Here we are enjoying a song about forgiveness.

In Writing, we have been learning about different types of verbs and how they give us
information about what a character is doing or thinking.

A verb is a word,
It’s an ‘action’ word.
If you can do it,
Then you do it.
If you do it,
It’s a verb.

In Senior’s this week, we
learnt about Reconciliation
Week. The theme this year is

Be Brave. Make Change.
We have discussed and
thought about how we can all
make a difference by being
brave and making change.

In interschool
sport, soccer was
really fun. At the
game, we had a
really nice, fun
time. Both the
girls and boys
teams won. After
that we all shook
hands with the St
Oliver’s team and
returned to our
school.

It was a very, very fun
and fair game. We were
all very competitive but
happy with the outcome.

Me and my
teammates had
a blast playing
netball on
Friday. Even
though we didn’t
win we all
showed great
sportsmanship.
We can’t wait for
next Friday to do
even better.

INSERT
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JUNIOR ITALIAN

The Preps made Pinocchio and joined
in the story “Ecco Pinocchio”. They
also learnt the song “Faccio gli
occhi”
1/2 read the story “Il Piccolo Bruco
Maisazio” and they illustrated their
own version of the story.

Last Wednesday, we had 33 of our students represent St. Paul’s at the Coburg District Cross Country
Championships. All of our students were fantastic and they all competed to the best of their abilities.
Two of our senior students placed 2nd in their respective events. They will now go on to compete in the
Division Cross Country Championships at Banyule Flats on 1st June.
Congratulations and well done to all who participated in this event.

Coding with Kinder Kids
We took our STEM learning out into our community this
week. We used our robotic Bee-Bots to teach basic coding
skills to the four-year olds at Newlands Kindergarten.
The students were able to give the robot
instructions for how to move using the
command panel on the Bee-Bot’s back
and via the iPad. Some students
created mazes for the kinder students to
navigate through. We also attached
tools to trace the path the Bee-Bot took.
Celine: Teaching the kindergarten students
was a very great experience. The students
were always kind and always listened to me
when I had a new idea for what we could do.
They were very respectful to one another as
well. I would love to go back there.
Lola: I really enjoyed teaching the kinder kids.
It felt nice to teach the kids to use the Bee-Bot
even though it was a bit hard working with
kindergarteners. I really hope we get to go
back.
Ruben: I had lots for fun coding
with the Kinder kids. I would love to
go back and make some more
friends.
Khesmik: Teaching the kinder kids
was really fun and exciting. It was a
big responsibility because they were
young and very new to coding. I
want to go back, it was fun and a
good opportunity.
Matthew: I really enjoyed coding with
the kids. I really want to go back again
because the kids were really good at
coding. I felt responsible, I had to teach
little kids and help them to learn.

Kristian: I enjoyed coding with the
kinder kids, they were really good at it. I
felt good teaching them because they
knew what to do. I didn’t have to
explain that much because they were
good at listening.

SUSTAINABILITY

At St Paul’s we want to reduce our waste to become a more
sustainable school. One way we can do this is by reintroducing;

NUDE FOOD TUESDAYS!
What is Nude food, you ask?
Nude food is food that has not been wrapped in disposable
wrapping, e.g. zip lock bags, cling wrap, foil, etc.
On Tuesdays (or as often as you can), we encourage students to
bring their lunch in sustainable packaging using containers, bento
lunchbox, beeswax wraps etc.

Congratulations Prep and 3/4MT - You had the
most Nude food lunches this week!

INSERT

Catechesis Talks - St Paul’s Church

