
Wellbeing  & Learning For All                                          TERM 3, WEEK 2  -  JULY 22, 2022

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

JULY:

Monday, 25
Assembly 2.45

Tuesday, 25
Sacrament of 

Eucharist Family night

Wednesday, 26
Prep 100 Days of School

Thursday, 27
Kinder Coding Club

Friday, 28
Senior School Sport

Seesaw Parent
Information

Session @ 2.30

A message from Principal, Maria Mercuri
DEAR PARENTS,
Our term is well and truly underway, it is week two and already our school is 
buzzing with activity. Seven classes visited Scienceworks as part of their Inquiry 
Units: Fabulous Forces, Forces In Play and What’s Watt. Our Senior students 
participated in Friday Sports, with some going to the Parade Football Academy 
and the rest of the students involved in a school based Softball and Soccer 
competition at McDonald’s Reserve. It is great to see our students utilising some 
of our community sports facilities.  
During the week I sent home communication about masks, thank you to all 
families who have supported this. There is some illness in our school community 
and to ensure we are able to continue to stay open to the community and go 
ahead with our planned school events, we ask families to support us in continuing 
to follow school and government COVID safe recommendations. Please do not 
send sick children to school. Thank you to all families who are keeping their 
children at home until they have fully recovered from illness. As previously 
communicated, we are being impacted by the ongoing teacher shortages. 
This means that when staff are absent we are sometimes unable to access 
replacement teachers.  When we are unable to access a replacement teacher we 
may need to split individual classes across other classes. This will be our last 
resort. Thank you for your understanding when school operations are 
disrupted or delayed due to these staff shortages.

Assembly We welcome families back to our weekly assembly from Monday 25 
July. It has been a long time since we have had parents at assembly. While we 
are still experiencing a high number of illnesses, we ask that parents attending 
please wear masks and only parents of students presenting an assembly item or 
receiving a Student of the Award, attend the assembly. We hope to be able to 
open the assembly to all parents  in term 4. 

Theme:
Dreaming with eyes 
open…

Book Week activities
announced soon!

BOOK WEEK!

Term Two:
Monday, 11 July - 

Friday,16 September

Intentions for 2023- It’s that time of year when we are starting to plan for 
2023. If your child is not returning to St Paul’s in 2023 (other than Year 6), 
please let us know in writing via email to office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St Paul’s We have new students: Azriel-Year 3 & Amelia-Year 
Prep.  Everyone has made them feel so very welcome and they have made 
many new friends already.

Student Of The Week - This week we re-introduce 
our Student of the Week Awards (SOTW). Our SOTW 
awards recognise students who demonstrate our St 
Paul’s expectations. These are based on the St Paul’s 
BE RULES which are written as five words which outline 
the qualities we want to observe in our students. 

mailto:office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au


BIRTHDAYS!

JULY:

Lukas W -     17
Rick Z -        18
Thomas D S - 22
Jessica C -    22
Eamonn J -   22
Ava B -        23

Happy Birthday to the following children who celebrated their 
birthdays this week!

WEEKLY PRAYER:

Dear Lord Jesus,
You are the source of all goodness.

Thank you for all the people around us
- Our family, friends & teachers

who help us to grow in goodness & love
so we can become 

the best that we can be.
Amen

Congratulations to Zofia K, former student (and sister to Jas, Snr H)  who received top honours 
this week for her outstanding VCE results in 2021. She received a Premier’s VCE Award for 
excellence in Polish.

Zofia is now studying a Bachelor of Biomedicine at the University of Melbourne.  At the Mercy 
College’s Graduation Ceremony last year, Zofia was awarded the Mercy College Award for Overall 
Excellence. 298 of Victoria’s brightest students were recognised by this year’s Premier’s VCE 
Awards



SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING - DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

At St Paul’s we know that there are so many benefits to raising a more inclusive generation: it ensures 
that everyone has opportunities to thrive without discrimination or judgment, promotes open-mindedness 
and adaptability, and, quite simply, makes the world a better place.

Our children continue to work through curriculum to ensure that St Paul’s is a culturally inclusive 
environment and that there is an understanding that, It’s okay to be different. In creating an inclusive 
classroom and school climate, students are encouraged to participate and share their backgrounds. At St 
Paul’s, we continue to establish ground rules for inclusivity and in doing so, we are supporting students 
to develop their social awareness as well as enhancing their wellbeing. 

In each of the year levels, students continue to focus on conversations about race and celebrate how we 
are all different and unique. We are all perfect the way we are. Embracing diversity enhances student 
wellbeing as they become comfortable with who they are and consequently opening up opportunities for 
students to learn. An example of this was captured in the junior years where students celebrated the 
colour of their skin, drawing self-portraits. 

Ways to help children be more inclusive outside of school

While our families can rest assured that their children continue to develop an understanding of diversity 
and inclusivity at school,  there are plenty of ways that you can continue this education at home. Help 
your children become more inclusive by:

● Read diverse children’s books, literature on diversity is abundant. A quick Google search will 
show you the latest and greatest books. Ask your child, they will also share what they are reading 
in class.

● Don’t discourage questions: Your child’s questions about the people and places around them 
provide valuable learning opportunities. If a question makes you feel uncomfortable, look to 
experts to educate yourself on the best response.

● Empower your child by listening to their experiences: Take the time to listen to and understand 
what your child is saying – they can offer invaluable insight into the world around you.

● Talk about topics like unintentional exclusion: Exclusion isn’t always malicious, so educate your 
child on the subconscious actions that may make another person feel left out or discriminated 
against.



Student Absence

If your child is absent please advise the office by 9:30am on the day of absence, via:
1. email office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au 
2. skoolbag app or 
3. phone message: 9354 8970 Press 1 

If the school has not received a notification of your child’s absence, you will be notified via SMS or phone 
call.  It is mandatory for all absences to be recorded.

Late Arrival

The gates close at 9.00am.  Any child arriving after this time will need to be signed in via the iPad.

Early Dismissal

Please come into the office to collect and sign out your child via the iPad.  (This is back in place).

Second Hand Uniforms
We are very well stocked with good quality second hand uniforms. Each item is selling for $5. 
If you would like to purchase any items please contact Anna at office@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au

                               

Supporting Ukrainian Refugees
The Ukrainian House on Russell Street in Essendon is asking for school supplies for their newly arriving 
student aged kids. They are quickly running out of notepads, drawing books, pencils (colour and grey 
lead), colour books, reading books, texters and other school supplies. These items are essential in 
helping the young refugees process the horrors of war, as well as, keeping their minds occupied while 
they resettle. 

If you are able to donate anything, please bring your items to the office and Anna will hand deliver them 
to the Ukrainian House.   

Thank you for your support. 

mailto:ofice@spcoburg.catholic.edu.au


Class Name Awarded for... 

Prep D

Lukas K

Alessio T

For being a respectful member of our classroom by always using his 
manners and speaking kindly to others. Well done!
For being resilient by using a positive attitude and a growth mindset 
during new tasks and class games. Well done! 

1/2 A

Angel T

Chelsea Y

For being respectful by helping others in the classroom. Well done 
Angel!
For moving safely around Scienceworks on our excursion on 
Monday. Well done!

1/2 M
Alexandra Z
Orlando L G 

For being respectful at all times to students and teachers.
For being resilient in class and working hard when matching letters 
and sounds.

1/2 PR

Eve T

Nathaniel F

For being responsible and always striving to do her best in all areas 
of her work. 
For always being respectful with his words and actions and 
demonstrating a positive attitude. 

3/4 DM

Caleb S

Talia L

For being responsible and ready to learn by engaging and 
participating in school work at high standards.
For being resilient during challenging tasks and applying a growth 
mindset for all learning opportunities.

3/4 ST

Isla C

Nonso I

For being responsible and doing her best in all areas of her school 
work.
For being resilient and always promoting positivity and looking at the 
brighter side of situations. 

3/4MT

Mia M

Julian F

For being responsible by taking care of the classroom and doing her 
best work in all areas of school. 
For being resilient by promoting positivity and a growth mindset. 
Your ‘can do’ attitude is inspiring!

Snr  H

Dumebi I

Shelby B

For being resilient by being really positive at softball last week. You 
had a fantastic go and played really well! Well done! 
For being respectful by being polite and engaged at our Parade 
soccer experience! Well done! 

Snr ML

Deon V

Anastasia T

For being an excellent role model and consistently acting with 
respect. 
For taking risks in her learning and always showing great respect for 
her peers. 

Snr O
Eva H 
Jack A 

For being respectful by speaking politely to teachers and peers
For being prepared and ready to learn by engaging in class 
discussions with greater enthusiasm
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ! 

BE  RESPECTFUL   RESILIENT  SAFE   PREPARED   
RESPONSIBLE



This term in Prep our Inquiry unit is ‘Fabulous 
Forces’. This week we began exploring the forces of 
push and pull. We saw a show at Scienceworks on 
our excursion and then investigated how objects in 
our classroom move. 

Our 100th Day of School is 
next Wednesday, July 27th! 

We discovered that building blocks use a 
push and pull force. “You need to push to 
connect them, and pull to take them apart” - 
Harriet.

Toy cars also use push and pull force. 
“You push it to go forwards and pull it to 
make it go backwards” - Alessio 



The Year 1/2 students had a wonderful time exploring Scienceworks on Monday. We watched a ‘Toys 
and Forces’ show which introduced us to forces such as push, pull and gravity. In week 3, 1/2M will be 
recounting their adventures at Scienceworks as they host the school assembly. Parents and carers of 
1/2M students, we look forward to seeing you at the assembly on Monday. It starts at 2.45pm.    



During prayer time 3/4ST have been reflecting on their big dreams! 



This week the seniors went to Scienceworks! We got to experience the lightning 
room, beyond perception, think ahead and sportsworks! 
We had lots of fun and learnt lots about static electricity and lightning works! 



INSERT SENIORS

Congratulations to the Seniors on their Rap performances this week. Last term during 
our music unit, students created  their own rap songs -  from writing their own lyrics 
about a topic that was important to them, to creating the backing track using Garage 

Band on the ipads. They put it altogether and performed in front of an audience. 



INSERT YEAR 1/2                   
To begin the dance unit of “Starry Skies” the 1/2‘s have been using dancing scarves to 

create a fireworks display in unison with a partner.  

YEAR 3/4
Students began the dance unit “Carnival of the Animals”, they were inspired to dance as 

the animals as they learned about the elements of dance - dynamics, precision and 
control.  



COMING SOON!



What parents and carers can do to promote maths every day

Parents and carers can give their young children a boost in learning mathematics by 
noticing, exploring and talking about maths during everyday activities at home or out 
and about.
The following article was posted on the MACS website and has some useful activities 
which were identified as important for maths learning and easy for parents to use.

Games to play using everyday situations

Neuroscience research has provided crucial evidence about the importance of early nurturing and support for 
learning, brain development and the development of positive dispositions for learning (ZERO TO THREE 
2022).

There are plenty of everyday games and activities that can boost children’s mathematics learning. For 
example:

● talk with children as you prepare meals together
● talk about measuring and comparing ingredients and amounts
● look at maps, shapes and money
● play children’s card games and games involving dice, such as snakes and ladders.

Although these activities may seem simple and informal, they build on what children notice and question, give 
families the chance to talk about mathematical ideas and language, and show children that maths is used 
throughout the day.

Make it relevant to them

Perhaps most importantly, one of the best ways for children to get into maths is by making it appealing and 
relevant to them.

During everyday activities with children, such as walking down the street or sitting in the park:

● bring their attention to the objects around them that they are interested in – houses, cars, trees, 
signs

● guess the distance walked, in order to create a mental benchmark of metres and kilometres
● look at insects or small pebbles, highlighting millimetres or centimetres to encourage the need 

for using appropriate metric units
● talk about the shapes and sizes of objects, and look for similarities and differences (for example, ‘let’s 

find a taller tree or a heavier rock’)
● count the number of cars parked in the street or time how long it takes to reach the next corner
● discuss the temperature and how that feels
● discuss the speed of your walking pace
● explore the sharing of whole objects and divide them in half to develop the understanding of equal 

groups and fairness.

It is never too soon to begin these activities. Babies who are only weeks old notice differences in shapes and 
the number of objects in their line of sight.

So, from the earliest of ages, talk with your child about the world around them, being descriptive and using 
mathematical words. As they grow, build on what they notice about shapes, numbers and measures.

To read the full article, please find the following link here

Research shows that one of the biggest barriers to parents and carers engaging in conversation about maths is their lack 
of confidence in leading maths education at home (Maloney et al. 2015; Phillipson, Gervasoni & Sullivan 2017). Through 
examining international research, the following types of activities were identified as important for early maths learning, 
and are easy for parents to use. They include:

1. Comparing objects and describing which is longer, shorter, heavier or holds less.
2. Playing with and describing two-dimensional shapes and three-dimensional objects.
3. Describing where things are positioned, for example, north, outside, behind, opposite.
4. Describing, copying and extending patterns found in everyday situations.
5. Using time-words to describe points in time, events and routines (including days, months, seasons and 

celebrations).
6. Comparing and talking about the duration of everyday events, and the sequence in which they occur.
7. Saying number names forward in sequence to 10 (and eventually to 20 and beyond).
8. Using numbers to describe and compare collections.
9. Using perceptual and conceptual subitising (recognising quantities based on visual patterns), counting and 

matching to compare the number of items in one collection with another.
10. Showing different ways to make a total (at first with models and small numbers).
11. Matching number names, symbols and quantities up to 10 (Phillipson, Gervasoni & Sullivan 2017).

Games to play using everyday situations

Neuroscience research has provided crucial evidence about the importance of early nurturing and support for learning, 
brain development and the development of positive dispositions for learning (ZERO TO THREE 2022).

There are plenty of everyday games and activities that can boost children’s mathematics learning. For example:

● talk with children as you prepare meals together
● talk about measuring and comparing ingredients and amounts
● look at maps, shapes and money
● play children’s card games and games involving dice, such as snakes and ladders.

Although these activities may seem simple and informal, they build on what children notice and question, give families the 
chance to talk about mathematical ideas and language, and show children that maths is used throughout the day.

Make it relevant to them

Perhaps most importantly, one of the best ways for children to get into maths is by making it appealing and relevant to 
them.

During everyday activities with children, such as walking down the street or sitting in the park:

● bring their attention to the objects around them that they are interested in – houses, cars, trees, signs
● guess the distance walked, in order to create a mental benchmark of metres and kilometres
● look at insects or small pebbles, highlighting millimetres or centimetres to encourage the need for using 

appropriate metric units
● talk about the shapes and sizes of objects, and look for similarities and differences (for example, ‘let’s find a taller 

tree or a heavier rock’)
● count the number of cars parked in the street or time how long it takes to reach the next corner
● discuss the temperature and how that feels
● discuss the speed of your walking pace
● explore the sharing of whole objects and divide them in half to develop the understanding of equal groups and 

fairness.

It is never too soon to begin these activities. Babies who are only weeks old notice differences in shapes and the number 
of objects in their line of sight.

So, from the earliest of ages, talk with your child about the world around them, being descriptive and using mathematical 
words. As they grow, build on what they notice about shapes, numbers and measures.

https://www.macs.vic.edu.au/News-Events/2022/July/What-parents-and-carers-can-do-to-promote-maths.aspx


It’s that exciting and anticipated time of the year again! Book Week is coming soon and will be 
celebrated at St Paul’s during August 22 -26.
Book Week is an annual celebration of reading, books, authors and illustrators. A timetable of 
events is coming soon and will include our  Dress Up Day and dates for our fabulous author 
visits and activities. Keep reading this page for updates!
Below are the Shortlisted Books for 2022 which students will focus on in the lead up to Book 
Week 

The Theme of this year’s Book Week is ‘Dreaming 
with eyes open’ It acknowledges Australia's First 
Nations People and their rich story based culture.  
Darug woman Jasmine Seymour won the CBCA New 
Illustrator Award in 2020 for her beautiful picture book 
'Baby Business' and Jasmine produced all of the 
poster artwork for Book Week this year. 



26 July to
6  September

Tuesdays 3:45-5pm 
@ ST PAUL’S SCHOOL




